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Principal’s Report – David Russell 
 

As I sat to write this article, I reflected on how quickly time moves as we are already at the 
end of the fourth week of term. Hopefully, students have embraced the notion of challenge, 
that they are trying something new, challenging themselves and striving for their best effort 
in everything they do. Taking the easy option may seem a good path at the time but it is an 
opportunity missed. 
 
After a very smooth start to the year we did hit the lockdown roadblock at the start of week 
four.  This was very unfortunate as students had settled in well after such a disrupted 2020 
school year.  I take this opportunity to mention how well the students and staff took the 
move back to lockdown in their stride.  I certainly think that having experienced the move to 
remote learning in 2020 this time it was not a step into the unknown for either group.  
Having said that I know we all look forward in the hope that we won’t be back there again.    
 
SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS 
At this time of each school year School Council elections are held. Each year, half the school 
council member positions are up for re-election. Therefore, there were vacancies for four 
parent members, two DET employed members and two elected student members. These 
positions are for two year terms.  The student positions were open to any student enrolled 
at the school from year 7 to year 12. 
 
At the close of nominations there were four nominations for the parent member positions: 

Mr Steve Galjar 
Ms Chris Mutimer 
Mr Trent Brickle 
Mrs Tamina Muir 

These parents are duly elected to school council for two years. 
 
At the close of nominations there were two nominations for the DET member positions: 

Mrs Melissa Treverton 
Mr Wayne Jones 

These DET members are duly elected to school council for two years. 
 
At the close of nominations there were two nominations for the student member positions: 

Ms Zara Bakkalis 
Ms Emma Downward 

These students are duly elected to school council for two years. 
 
The first meeting of the new council is the meeting on Tuesday 23rd March. 
 
 
 
  



Principal’s Report Continued  
 

CAPITAL WORKS 
At the time of writing we are waiting for the Design and Development Phase PREP meeting 
to take place.  At this meeting plans and costings will be presented.  If approved these will 
then be used to draw up the tender documents for the use by prospective builders in 
applying to be appointed as the builders.  This process is earmarked to take 8-10 weeks. 
 
ROAD SAFETY 
I have written on a number of occasions regarding students being aware of road safety on 
their travels to and from school.  In particular, I have commented on students who ride 
bicycles to school.  The first and obvious safety aspect is the wearing of a bicycle helmet.  
Unfortunately, there are still students who think this doesn’t apply to them.  There are also 
students who only wear the helmet when near the school.  We receive numerous calls from 
concerned residents who see students removing their helmets and continue to ride with them 
hanging on their handlebars.  The wearing of the helmet is law for good reason.  It could be 
the difference between a knock to the head and a permanent brain injury.   
 
Please think and be safe when using bicycles.  
 
David Russell  
Principal 
 
 
 
 

February  

1st-3rd  ESP CAMP  

4th Swimming Carnival  

8th Labour Day (Public holiday) 

 

Junior  School Report  
 

Year 7 
It was terrific to meet so many families from 7A to 7F at ‘Meet the Tutor’ evening on 11th 
February.  I am looking forward to our second evening for families from 7G to 7L on Thursday 
25th February. The evening will start at 6.30pm and will be held in Tutor Group home rooms.  
Please park in the main carpark and you will be directed to your child’s Tutor Room.  The 
evening will include an introductory briefing, information about using Compass, and a 
presentation by the Tutor Teachers.   
 
Year 8 
In addition to the ‘Think First’ approach (Is it True?  Is it Hurtful?  Is it Illegal?  Is it Necessary?  
Is it Kind?) that we are encouraging our students to do before they engage in communication, 
particularly on social media, we are also focusing on organisation.  Remote Learning in 2020 
has meant that many of our Year 8 students have not yet developed effective organisational 
skills and need support with this.  We will be implementing strategies to assist them to make 
sure they use their organisers effectively, arrive at class with the correct equipment and plan 
their time wisely to ensure work is submitted in a timely fashion.   
 

IMPORTANT DATES  -  TERM 1 – 2021  
 

 

 
 



Junior  School Report  
 

Year 9 
The Year 9 Information presentation will be made available to parents this week.  Please look 
out for a Compass notification advising you when it is available.  Please take the time to view 
the presentation, which will focus on the Year 9 program, CONNECT, camp and outline the 
ways in which parents can support the school to build independence and resilience in our 
Year 9s.   
 

As always, communication between home and school is key to helping your child achieve their 
best.  We appreciate you reaching out and ensuring that we are aware of any factors that may 
impact on your child at school.  If you have any questions or concerns about your child, please 
contact their Tutor Teacher in the first instance, or their Subject Teacher if the matter is to do 
with a particular subject.  Teachers can be contacted by phone or email.  Often email is more 
convenient as teachers are not always available for phone calls.  As per our communication 
policy, teachers will endeavour to make contact with you within forty-eight hours of receiving 
a call or email. 
 

June Sainsbery 
Assistant Principal – Junior School & Wellbeing 
 

Senior School Report  
 

Students responded well to the recent ‘circuit-breaker’ lockdown. Hopefully we won’t be in 
this position again, however it does highlight the need for students to be agile in their 
approach to study at school and home and importance of being as well-organised as 
possible, so when these types of disruptions occur, they are able to adapt and respond 
quickly and efficiently. The only issue that appears to have resurfaced has been a small 
number of students in incorrect uniform. While face masks are currently mandated indoors 
and outdoors when you are unable to socially distance, this could change with future 
announcements.  If this does change, nose piercings currently hidden behind the masks will 
be expected to be removed. Similarly, the wearing of incorrect shoes has crept back in and 
whilst ‘waiting for my feet to grow’ seems to be the current excuse of choice, this is not an 
acceptable one. As always, if there is a reason a student is out of uniform, please provide a 
written explanation to Tutor Group teachers who will provide a uniform pass to be carried 
for the day (or time listed on the note). Students who do not provide a note will be issued a 
‘lunchtime reminder’. 
 

Thank you to those students and parents who ‘attended’ our live streamed year 10 
information evening.  Unfortunately, our VCE/VCAL information evening was unable to be 
held last week.  These presentations will be recorded and released to parents and students 
by next week via Compass. 
 

Year 12 Formal and Camp are currently being organised. Due to Department of Education 
and venue COVIDSAFE plans, the organisation of these events is more complicated than 
usual and we are reliant on students meeting deadlines with returning permission/medical 
forms and making payments. As you can imagine, having accurate numbers is vital so we are 
able to meet density limitations and venues can put in place their required plans. Please 
ensure all deadlines are met, late submissions will not be able to be accommodated. If there 
are any issues with meeting deadlines, please contact the Year Level Coordinators to 
discuss. 
 

Michael Tuck 
Assistant Principal- Senior School 



 

Senior School- Meet the Scientist Event  

 

To help celebrate International Day of Women and Girls in Science on the 11 th of 

February, the Royal Women’s Hospital held a virtual Meet the Scientist event for 

local schools as part of a strategy to encourage more young women to choose a 

career in science, research and medicine. 

Representing Parkdale Secondary College on the day were ten Year 12 

Biology/Chemistry students who are all contemplating differing futures in biomedical 

sciences. Throughout the morning our students listened to presentations from:  

 Dr Ellen Menkhorst (Reproductive Biology Research Fellow) – improving 

placental health in pregnant women 

 Dr Elizabeth Baker (Neonatal Trainee Research Fellow) – using cell theory to 

help premature babies breathe more easily 

 Pamela McCalman (Registered Midwife Research Officer) – improving 

outcomes for pregnant Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women  

 Dr Amanda Kwong (Paediatric Physiotherapist, Postdoctoral Researcher) -  

early detection and intervention for infants who are at high risk of cerebral 

palsy 

 

The students also engaged in student discussion breaks and provided a range of 

questions to the Q&A Panel. It was an interesting morning where we all came away 

with a broader knowledge of the important work that is being carried out by the 

Royal Women’s Hospital. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shelley Hatch and Lisa Cooper 

VCE Biology/Chemistry Teachers 

 

 



Team Vic 2021 Nomination Process for students 12 and under 

 
School Sport Victoria will once again be offering the opportunity for students with emerging 
talent from your school community to register to trial for school sport Team Vic teams in 
2021. 
These are not Come ‘n’ Try opportunities. They are a process for selecting a Team Vic 
State Team going to School Sport Australia National Championships. 
 
Registrations to trial will be opening very soon and remain open until Monday 1 March, 
2021 for Team Vic Big 5 teams: 12 years and under Boys Australian Football, 12 years and 
under Boys Basketball, 12 years and under Girls Basketball, 12 years and under Boys Cricket, 
12 years and under Boys Football (Soccer) and 12 years and under Netball. 
Please note that registration to trial for these teams is limited to Three students from your 
school. If there are more students than Three seeking endorsement it is up to the school 
Principal to ensure a selection process is undertaken to choose the students most 
appropriate in 2021. 
If you are interested please see Ms Fitz (Intermediate and Senior Sport Coordinator), Ms 
Coates (Year 7 Sport Coordinator) or Mr Benson (Year 8 Sport Coordinator) for 
endorsement. 
 
Sue Fitzgerald 

Senior Sport Coordinator 
 
 

STEP 2021 

 
STEP started out this year with a celebration that we could actually do sessions! 
 
Our first ever session with our new program of Year 8 Coding was a hit!  Well done team on 
getting straight into it. They have already starting programing using Python, learning to use 
variables and understanding the different data types. GO Team!  Looking forward to seeing 
them code the new Edison robots in Term Two! 
 
Our STEP F1 Racing group has wasted no time in getting organised into teams and assigned 
rolls to design their race cars! We can’t wait to see their different designs out on the track 
later this semester. 
    
This semester’s STEP Anatomy by Dissection group, started with one of my favourite 
dissection of the Owl Pellet!  Now we know what they eat and how their digestive system 
works. 
 
This year’s STEP Robotics team is super-fast with their building and coding of their Robots!  By 
the second session we already had moving robots!  We expect good things from this group at 
this year’s competition!   
 
STEP Forensics’ first session this year was with Fingerprinting!!  We used four different 
techniques to study the latent prints that we leave behind!  I think the favourite was using 
the luminescent dust and the Iodine fuming .  The second session  looked at Blood Spatter 
patterns.  Can you tell if someone is running or walking from the Spatter patterns?  Can you 
tell a fast impact from a slow one?  All these things and more were investigated! Well done 
team! 
 



STEP 2021 Continued  

 

Year 7 STEP is due to start in March (the late start is to allow our Year 7s to settle into life at 
Parkdale Secondary College).  With that in mind we are opening the enrollments for year 7 
STEP again as we have heard a few people missed out.  Thanks to those who have already 
enrolled – you don’t need to enroll again!  At Year 7, students participate in activities that 
encompass a variety of skills and ideas which are underpinned by science, technology and 
engineering principles.  Topics include:  

          Astronomy: An exploration into space examining the planets, stars, meteorites, 
satellites and other celestial bodies. 

          Engineering water rockets: Students design and build water rockets as part of an 
investigation into flight culminating in a competition based on accuracy and distance. 

          Robotics: An introduction to LEGO MINDSTORMS which allows students to program 

and build real working robots. 
          3D modelling and 3D printing:  3D designs are created using computer aided design 

(CAD) software and printed with our own school 3D printers. 
          Forensics: A brief dabble into forensic science – crime scene investigation and 

analysis. 
          Dissection: Students are introduced to our Anatomy by Dissection unit with the 

hands on examination of an organ or organism. 

If you would like to enrol your son/daughter into our exciting program please click on the 
link below and fill in the online application. 
 

 http://www.parkdalesc.vic.edu.au/index.php?option=com_zoo&view=item&layout=item&I
temid=113  
Applications will close at the end of February.  Please don’t hesitate to email me with any 
question you may have about the program. 
 

Janelle Scott  
STEP Co-ordinator  

Top Class  
 

Congratulations to Austin MacDonald from Year 12, who has been selected to perform his 
Theatre Studies Monologue from last year’s Unit 4 Performance Exam at the Top Class 
concert. He will be performing at the Melbourne Arts Centre on Wednesday 10th March at 
10am. We are very proud of this incredible achievement! 
 

 
 

Elise Tebbutt 
LAM Preforming Arts  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.parkdalesc.vic.edu.au%2Findex.php%3Foption%3Dcom_zoo%26view%3Ditem%26layout%3Ditem%26Itemid%3D113&data=04%7C01%7CJanelle.Scott%40education.vic.gov.au%7C23cc6a837827448d86f908d8ce34adeb%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637486072950964491%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=CYBA0ARe9E6qsp%2FlN7agLeCf%2B51P4jAvsyaBEjDT0TI%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.parkdalesc.vic.edu.au%2Findex.php%3Foption%3Dcom_zoo%26view%3Ditem%26layout%3Ditem%26Itemid%3D113&data=04%7C01%7CJanelle.Scott%40education.vic.gov.au%7C23cc6a837827448d86f908d8ce34adeb%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637486072950964491%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=CYBA0ARe9E6qsp%2FlN7agLeCf%2B51P4jAvsyaBEjDT0TI%3D&reserved=0


 

Parents Association News  

 
Hi Everyone, 
Our Parkdale Secondary College Parents Association meets each month to hear an update on 
what’s happening at the school and give valuable family input/feedback to school leadership 
on current issues. It’s very relaxed and all are welcome whether you can make it to one 
meeting or all! 
Our first meeting for 2021 will be held on Wednesday 17th March at 7.00pm in the Staff Room. 
This will also be our AGM. 
If you would like to attend please RSVP to nmoffat@optusnet.com.au  
If you would like to join the Association, please complete the form available from the office, 
website or attached to this newsletter. Return it please to the school office/email 
parkdale.sc@education.vic.gov.au You will then be added to our email list. 
 
NEED TO BUY OR SELL BOOKS AND UNIFORMS?  
Sustainable School Shop could be your answer! This excellent service is where College 
families can buy and sell second-hand uniforms and books. It has up to date booklist 
information and is easy to navigate. 
Click here to register and start buying or selling… www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au  
Here is the Introduction Letter and User Guide… 
http://www.parkdalesc.vic.edu.au/index.php?option=com_zoo&view=item&layout=item&It
emid=122  
 
RITCHIES COMMUNITY BENEFITS 
Please remember to keep supporting our Ritchies Community Benefit Program. This helps us 
provide fruit in the Senior Centre for students staying back to study.  
For this to continue we need your support!!  Link your community benefit card/tag/app to 
Parkdale Secondary College at ANY Ritchies in Victoria, NSW or Queensland.  
 
 
Cheers, 
Nicole Moffat 
nmoffat@optusnet.com.au 
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President:               Nicole Moffat Treasurer: Sally Chiappetta 

Vice-President:   Sally Chiappetta Secretary:     Cormac Whelehan 

 
 
Parkdale Secondary College Parents’ Association would like to welcome both 
students and parents for the coming year. 
 
The Parents’ Association (PA) plays an active role in the Parkdale Secondary College 
community and has been involved in many activities at the school over the years and 
looks forward to continuing this support for many more to come. 
 
Whilst this support role to the educational and special event programs at the school is 
important, we find our most valued role is providing an information and communication 
link between parents, teachers and students. 
 
The secondary education of your children is an important journey that may shape their 
future. Many parents wish to be involved in this journey, yet are unsure how to keep 
up to date on the key happenings within their chosen school and the educational 
programs available. 
 
Through the PA we provide this information by keeping in touch with the teachers and 
staff at the school. We regularly invite key personnel to attend our meetings to give 
our members the opportunity to ask questions and hear firsthand what is available at 
the school and within the wider community. We do not actively fundraise but instead 
provide support to those areas that do. 
 
The teaching and administrative staff of Parkdale encourages and appreciates the 
parent involvement in our Association, and we are proud to support the learning of our 
children. I encourage you all to consider being a part of your child’s secondary 
education. 
 
Interested parents can complete the Membership Application form below and return 
to school Administration attention of the Parents’ Association.  
 
We hope you enjoy your years at Parkdale Secondary College! 
 
 
 
 
NICOLE MOFFAT 
PRESIDENT 
 
Contact: nmoffat@optusnet.com.au or 0417 898 069 
  

Parkdale Secondary College  
Parents’ Association 

 



 

 
Parents’ Association Registration Form 2021 
I ………………………………………………………* wish to become a Member of the Parkdale 
Secondary College, School’s Parents’ Association. By signing this form, I agree to abide by 
the Association’s Constitution at all times, including upholding the values in clause 2 of the 
Constitution. I will strive to make a positive difference in the school community; act honestly 
and with integrity; use resources responsibly and appropriately; engage genuinely with the 
community; comply with relevant legislation and policies; and to treat everyone in a 
considerate, fair and courteous manner. 

 
I am aware that my registration needs to be renewed at the next Annual General Meeting. 

 

Address*……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Phone number....………………………  (or)  Mobile number…….………………………….… 

Email*………………………………………………………………………………………..……... 

Child(ren) Name(s) and Year level(s)…………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..…… 

*Required information 

The Association Secretary is required to maintain a log of registered members of the 

Association and their addresses in accordance with the Association’s Constitution. 

The Parents’ Association will seek to provide information including meeting agendas and any 

supporting documentation via email. 

 

Signature………………………………………………. 

Date…………………………………………………….. 

 
This form will be filed in the school building, will be the property of the Minister and will be 
made available to officers authorised by the Secretary of the Department of Education and 
Training.  
 
All school clubs, (including Parents’ Clubs), are governed by the Department of Education and 
Training, and therefore must protect the information that they collect. This means that all 
members of Parkdale Secondary College must comply with Victorian privacy law and the 
Schools’ Privacy Policy. All ‘personal information’ collected, used or disclosed by this Club, is 
protected by the Privacy and Data Protection Act 2014 (Vic) and Health Records Act 2001 
(Vic) (collectively, Victorian privacy law).  
 

Parkdale Secondary College  
Parents’ Association 

 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx


 


