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Principal’s Report – David Russell 

 
Welcome Back 
Welcome back to all staff, students, parents and a special welcome to our new families. I hope 

2021 will be a most rewarding year filled with many wonderful opportunities for learning and 

growth.  Of course we are all hoping for a far smoother path through the year than 2020. 

Congratulations to the school community for such a successful start to the year. I have been 

very impressed with the excellent way in which students have returned to school looking their 

best in their uniform, organized with all their appropriate materials and ready to learn. 

 I look forward to the wonderful opportunities ahead and give a commitment to continue to 

serve this community with dedication and professionalism, providing all children with many 

opportunities to thrive and shine. 

As I look ahead into the 2021 school year, I am looking forward to sharing the journey of all 
students as they learn. In particular the Year 12 students as they embark on their final year 
of schooling and the Year 7 students as they find their way at secondary school.  
 

STAFF 
I take this opportunity to welcome all new staff for 2021. 
 

New Staff Teacher (initials) Role/ Learning Areas 

Melissa Charalambous (MCH) Learning Specialist – Literacy; English  

Faya Mrad (FMR) Leading Teacher – Yr 11 & 12; Health/Pysch 

Julia Dardha (JDA) Food Technology 

Megan Christie (MCE) English  

Tayla Wilson (TWI) Health PE 

John Mavridis (JMA) English 

Grant Smith (GSM) Music 

Campbell Barnard-Green (CBG) Maths 

Jess Ballas (JBA) Numeracy Tutoring 

Edward Xia (EXI) Science & Numeracy Tutoring 

Returning Staff Role/ Learning Areas 

Kirsty Sonneveld (KSO) Health/PE & Language Centre 

Mohita Mahindroo (MMA) Humanities 

 

I hope they all find their work at Parkdale Secondary College professionally rewarding. 
 
 
 
 
 



Principal’s Report Continued 
 

UNIFORM 
It has been a pleasure to greet students at the front gate over the past week as they arrive 
at school.  A warm smile and a quick word certainly has made the start of my day very 
enjoyable.  However, there has been occasion where this conversation has unfortunately 
been of a negative nature.  This has usually been the result of the lack of adherence to the 
uniform policy of the College, in particular to incorrect footwear.  Black runners, no matter 
how much they cost, are not part of the school uniform.  The uniform policy clearly states 
that the shoes are to be “standard black leather polishable lace-up school shoes”.  Please 
ensure that the correct shoes are purchased and worn. 
The adherence to the uniform policy is about respect for this community and its traditions 
and culture. 
 

MOBILE PHONE POLICY 
A reminder regarding the mobile phone policy.  Students are to place their phones in their 
locker when they arrive at school.  The phone is then not to be used until the end of the 
school day.  This is in line with the directive from the DET. 
 

SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS 
At this time of each school year School Council elections are held.   Each year, half the 
school council member positions are up for re-election.  Therefore, there will be vacancies 
for four parent members, two DET members and two elected student members. These 
positions are for two year terms.  The student positions are open to any student enrolled at 
the school from year 7 to year 12. The process details for the elections can be found later in 
the newsletter. 
 

RESPECT FOR PROPERTY 
There has been considerable work undertaken around the college over the term break.  I 
take this opportunity to thank Mr Wayne Jones and Mr Chris Napper for their tireless work 
coordinating various tradesmen as they completed a vast array of tasks.  A number of these 
tasks have been completed in preparation for the start of construction of the new building.  
This process is continuing and we will be shortly going out to tender.  Hopefully 
demolition/construction will commence in the term one break.  
As always I ask students to respect the school property.  Paying to fix damage that has been 
deliberately done is frustrating and a waste of funds that could be allocated towards a more 
productive use.  I ask all students to take this on board, to self-manage and to call out those 
they see involved in actions that are not in keeping with the school value of respect.  
  

BUSES 
Again, I remind students that travel on the buses to school, in particular those students that 
use the dedicated buses that pick and drop off in the turning circle at the front of the school, 
that this not a free service.  The number of buses and the type of bus provided are determined 
by student usage.  This figured is determined by the touching on and off of the MYKI card.  
Yes, the buses are getting crowded but the other day I watched, and it was confirmed by the 
bus driver, that the very full bus had only two students touch on.  Additional buses will not be 
provided unless the patronage figures as provided by MYKI reflect the true number of 
students.  
 
 
 
 
 



Principal’s Report Continued  
 

FACE MASKS 
Unfortunately, I had to advise the school community that it had become once again 
mandatory for face masks to be worn inside as of 11.59pm 3rd February.  I thank all students 
for their acceptance of this situation and their adherence to the directive.    
 
ACCIDENT INSURANCE 
I wish to remind Parents/Guardians that the Department of Education and Training and 
Parkdale Secondary College does not provide personal accident insurance for students. 
Parents/Guardians are responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for injured 
students, including any transport and ambulance costs. Student accident insurance policies 
are available from some commercial insurers and these cover a range of medical expenses 
not covered by Medicare or private health insurance. 
 

PRIVATE PROPERTY 
Private property brought to school by students eg: mobile phones, ipods, laptops etc. are not 
covered by school insurance, and that it is not the responsibility of the Department of 
Education and Training and the College if that property is lost, stolen or damaged. 
 

PRIVACY STATEMENT 

Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for 
standard school functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy 
Policy. 

Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s collection statement, found on our 
website 
http://www.parkdalesc.vic.edu.au/index.php?option=com_zoo&task=category&category_id
=39&Itemid=106 

For more information about privacy, refer to: Schools’ Privacy Policy — information for 
parents. This information is also available in nine community languages: 

 Amharic 
 Arabic 
 Dari 
 Mandarin 
 Somali 
 Sudanese 
 Turkish 
 Urdu 
 Vietnamese. 

 
David Russell  
Principal  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
http://www.parkdalesc.vic.edu.au/index.php?option=com_zoo&task=category&category_id=39&Itemid=106
http://www.parkdalesc.vic.edu.au/index.php?option=com_zoo&task=category&category_id=39&Itemid=106
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/Schools-Privacy-Policy-information-for-parents.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/Schools-Privacy-Policy-information-for-parents.aspx


 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 





 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 





 
 
 
 



 
 



Term 1, 2021 School Tours  

 
We are pleased to announce that school tours will recommence in week Three of Term One 
2021. Tours will commence at 9.30am on the days/dates indicated. 
 

Given restrictions it is essential that you understand the following changes: 
 

Bookings are required. Contact Lee Clohesy on 9580 6311 during school hours. 
Bookings are limited to two people per family to maximise the number of different groups 
per tour. Given the capacity limit we have significantly increased the number of school tours 
in Term One. 
 

I look forward to meeting all participants, showcasing the College in action and providing 
opportunity to answer those important questions  
 
David Russell  
Principal  
 
 
 
 

February  

9th School Tour (9.30am Start) 

9th Year 10 Information Night (6.30pm Start) 

11th Year 7 Meet The Tutor Night (6.30pm Start) 

12th School Tour (9.30am Start) 

15th School Photo Day  

15th School Tour (9.30am Start) 

16th VCE/VCAL Information Night (6.30pm Start) 

17th School Tour (9.30am Start) 

18th Year 9 Information Night (6.30pm Start) 

 

Junior  School Report  
 

Year 7 
Our new Year 7 students are settling into the routine of secondary school very quickly and I 
am enjoying getting to know them. We are looking forward to meeting our Year 7 parents 
over the next few weeks at our ‘Meet the Tutor’ evenings: 
 

Thursday 11th February for families in 7A to 7F 
Thursday 18th February for families in 7G to 7L 
 

These evenings will start at 6.30pm and will be held in Tutor Group home rooms. To ensure 
the safety of all, only one representative from each family is asked to attend.  Please look out 
for the Compass update from Ms Payne, our Year 7&8 Leader. The evening will include an 
introductory briefing, information about using Compass, and a presentation by the Tutor 
Teachers.   
 
 
 

IMPORTANT DATES  -  TERM 1 – 2021  
 

 

 
 



Junior  School Report Continued 
 

Year 8 
At the Year 8 Assembly last week the Year Level Coordinators (Ms Nash and Mr Ryan) 
addressed the cohort about the need to reflect on the way in which they communicate with 
people – both face to face and on social media. Too often our young people speak or act 
before they think through the consequences of their words or actions. We are encouraging 
our students to THINK first, and consider the following: 

 Is it True? 

 Is it Hurtful? 

 Is it Illegal? 

 Is it Necessary? 

 Is it Kind? 
We would appreciate you continuing this discussion at home with your child.   
 

Year 9 
The focus for our Year 9 students this year is building independence and preparing them for 
the Senior School. Our information evening will be remote this year and will be held on 
Thursday 18th February at 6.30pm. 
This will focus on the Year 9 program, CONNECT and camp. In addition, the Year 9 team will 
outline the ways in which parents can support the school to build independence and 
resilience in our Year 9s.  The presentation will be recorded and available for parents to view 
at a later time, if that is more convenient. Please look out for communication from Ms 
Michelle Lynch, our Year 9 Leader, who will send out specific details about how to access the 
remote session. 
 

It has been great to see students wearing the uniform correctly, thank you to all parents for 
your support with this.  Please ensure students present a signed note from you to their Tutor 
Teacher, if they are out of uniform for any reason. It is also important that all items of clothing, 
books, stationery, drink bottles, lunch boxes, etc. are labelled – we are already getting a 
collection of items in lost property. 
 

June Sainsbery 
Assistant Principal – Junior School & Wellbeing 
 

Senior School Report  
 

It has been a productive beginning to 2021 year despite the still lingering uncertainty and ever 
changing rules. I’d like to acknowledge that out students have been excellent on their return 
to school and responded well to the late changes to the wearing of face masks. 
 

Year 12 students have been provided information relating to the upcoming Formal and camp.  
Formal is scheduled for Thursday 1 April.  Unfortunately, students are unable to bring guests 
this year due to density limits at the venue, there will also be restrictions on use of the dance 
floor in line with venue COVID restrictions. The Formal is a huge logistical exercise, so it is 
important that students follow procedure and meet deadlines to ensure the event runs as 
smoothly as possible. Camp will be held Wednesday 21 – Friday 23 April (week One Term 
Two).  VCAL and VET students should plan to miss TAFE and/or their work placement during 
this week. 
 

VCE/VCAL and Year 10 information evenings commence this week with the Year 10 session 
being live streamed Tuesday 9 February from 6:30pm.  A link will be emailed to parents and  
 
 



Senior School Report Continued  

 
students via Compass to join the session. The VCE/VCAL session will be held Tuesday 16 
February, also live streamed. 
 

Parent Teacher Interviews are scheduled for Wednesday 31 March. Again, this will be an 
online event, and further information will be sent closer to the date. 
 

Michael Tuck 
Assistant Principal – Senior School  
 

PRIVACY COLLECTION STATEMENT- 
 

PRIVACY COLLECTION STATEMENT – Secondary Schools 

Information for parents and carers 

During the ordinary course of your child’s attendance at our school, school staff will collect 
your child’s personal and health information when necessary to educate your child, or to 
support your child’s social and emotional wellbeing or health. Such information will also be 
collected when required to fulfil a legal obligation, including duty of care, anti-
discrimination law and occupational health and safety law. If that information is not 
collected, the school may be unable to provide optimal education or support to your child 
or fulfil those legal obligations. 
 

For example, health information may be collected through the school nurse, primary 
welfare officer or wellbeing staff member. If your child is referred to a specific health service 
at school, such as a Student Support Service officer, or school-engaged psychologist, the 
required consent will be obtained.  
 

Our school may use online tools, such as apps and other software, to effectively collect and 
manage information about your child for teaching and learning purposes, parent 
communication and engagement; student administration; and school management 
purposes. When our school uses these online tools, we takes steps to ensure that your 
child’s information is secure. If you have any concerns about the use of these online tools, 
please contact us. 
 

School staff will only share your child’s personal or health information with other staff who 
need to know to enable the school to educate or support your child, or fulfil a legal 
obligation. 
 

When our students transfer to another Victorian government school, personal and health 
information about that student will be transferred to that next school. Transferring this 
information is in the best interests of our students and assists that next school to provide 
optimal education and support to students. 
 

In some limited circumstances, information may be disclosed outside of the school (and 
outside of the Department of Education and Training). The school will seek your consent for 
such disclosures unless the disclosure is allowed or mandated by law. 
 

Our school values the privacy of every person. When collecting and managing personal and 
health information, all school staff must comply with Victorian privacy law. For more 
information about privacy including about how to access personal and health information 
held by the school about you or your child, see our school’s privacy policy: 
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx  
 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx


PRIVACY COLLECTION STATEMENT CONTINUED 
 

Throughout this notice, ‘staff’ includes principals, teachers, Student Support Service officers, 
youth workers, social workers, nurses and any other allied health practitioners and all other 
staff at our school. This includes employees, agents and service providers (contractors) of 
the Department, whether paid or unpaid. 

Melissa Treverton 
Assistant Principal 

CSEF 

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund applications  

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families to cover the costs of school 
trips, camps and sporting activities.  

If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold Card, 
Centrelink Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card, or are a temporary foster parent, 
you may be eligible. There is also a special consideration category for asylum seeker and 
refugee families.  

Payment amounts this year are $125 for eligible primary school students and $225 for 
eligible secondary school students [remove primary/secondary as necessary]. Payments are 
made direct to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions and 
sporting activities for the benefit of your child.  

If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to complete an 
application form this year, unless there has been a change in your family circumstances.  

If you would like to apply for the first time, please contact the school office on 8590-6311 
and ask for an application form.   

You can also download the form, and find out more about the program and eligibility, on 
the Department of Education and Training’s Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund web page.  

Check with the school office if you are unsure, and please return completed forms to the 
school office as soon as possible.  

Nicole Kingsbury 
Business Manager  

WELCOME TO YOUR LIBRARY AT PARKDALE SECONDARY COLLEGE 

 
The library staff at PSC would like to welcome our Year 7s for 2021 and their families. All Year 
7s have had an introductory session to the library and been told about the reading program 
that runs here at the school. 
 
READING REWARDS AT PARKDALE 
Each week every student in Year 7 will have one period in the library for reading. Their reading 
will be monitored by the librarians and the English teachers. Our aim is to develop in our 
students the capacity to read in a sustained and focussed way. As we check each child’s 
  



WELCOME TO YOUR LIBRARY AT PARKDALE SECONDARY COLLEGE CONTINUED 

 
progress they will be asked about what they are reading to see if they are recognising and can 
express key ideas about their book. 
To support students to make progress with reading we have already discussed with them the 
idea of Just Right Books – that is books that are the best possible fit for their tastes and needs. 
We emphasise that every reader is unique so the books they read are unique to them. 
 

HOW CAN YOU HELP AT HOME? 
The students are encouraged to read for twenty minutes each night. Making time for that and 
showing an interest in what they are reading and sharing your own positive experiences of 
reading are great ways to start. Telling them about a book you read when you were their age 
or talking about something you are reading now can show them that you too value reading. 
The reading sessions for every class appear on the students’ timetable. Making sure they are 
checking Compass and that they do have a book ready to read with does help us a lot. If they 
all come in prepared for reading then we can be a lot more confident about enhancing the 
reading culture within the school. 
Please do not hesitate to contact us in the library if you have any questions about our reading 
program or the services we offer. 
 

Pauline White (Teacher-librarian) 
Sue Flavin (Teacher-librarian) 
 

Mathematics Corner  
 

Mathematics Corner 
Dear Students, Parents & Guardians,  
Welcome to the 2021 school year. We are truly excited to see the students engaging so well 
especially after the year we had last year. Just a few reminders from me about our free 
afterschool maths tutoring program and materials in the classroom.  
This is the second year I have had the opportunity to work as the Learning Area Manager for 
Mathematics. To best support families, I am happy to field questions or deal with any 
situations that involve or relate to the following: 
-          Mathematics Curriculum maps (7-10) 
-          Mathematics instruction & learning sequences (7-12) 
-          Mathematics homework (7-12) 
-          Mathematics assessments (7-12) 
-          Quicksmart 
-          Jump & SMASH 
 

Any questions, please feel free to contact me or your child’s maths teacher.  Looking 
forward to an awesome year!  
 
Maths Updates 
JUMP/SMASH. Every Tuesday after school, the maths teachers at Parkdale help run an 
after-school tutoring opportunity for any maths student. JUMP runs for any Junior school 
student (Years 7-9) in W03-W04. SMASH is available for any senior school student taking 
maths (Year 10-12) in S01.  
 
Year 7-9 Online Maths Homework Book.  In order to consolidate learning and to ensure 
fluency and automaticity in mathematics, students are assigned one Maths Mate exercise 
page per week throughout the year. This will now be accessed online through the Squizya 
portal.  



Mathematics Corner Continued  

 
Access to this online resource can still be purchased through Lamont for $10.25 as this was 
a booklist item until 28 February 2021.  
 
Online Cambridge Year 7-10 Textbook Access. Any Year 7-10 student who has purchased 
the new 2nd edition Cambridge maths textbook can access online materials to help with 
their study in mathematics. Students will be able to create a student account online 
following these steps:  

1. Visit https://www.cambridge.edu.ai/go/ 
2. Select the “Create a student account” option and then fill in the prompting 

instructions on the following web page.  
3. Students should use their school email address to set up their account.  
4. The unique access code for each student is located on the inside cover of the 2nd 

edition Cambridge maths textbook.  
5. There are also directions to create an account and access the information for set-up 

on the inside cover of the maths textbook.  
Some students have purchased a second-hand textbook, which is perfectly fine as well. It is 
required though to purchase the online activation code to access online tutorial materials. 
This can still be purchased though Lamont for $19.95.  
 
Calculators 
There is another calculator listed on the Year 10-12 booklists (Casio fx-82AU PLUS II 2nd 
Edition). This is a scientific calculator used in Years 7-9 and senior science classes only. If 
your child has the first edition of this calculator (fx-82AU PLUS II), this is also acceptable.  

                                      
fx-82AU PLUS II 2nd Edition                        fx-82AU PLUS II 
 
The Casio Classpad 330/400 calculator is a requirement for the following classes in 2021: 

 Year 10 Academic Maths 

 Year 11 General Maths 

 Year 11 Maths Methods 

 Year 11 Specialist Maths 

 Year 12 Further Maths 

 Year 12 Maths Methods 

 Year 12 Specialist Maths 
This calculator is available for purchase in the Main office for $245. This comes with a 
carrying case and a 2-year warranty. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.cambridge.edu.ai/go/
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   fx-CP400 Classpad I 
 
Erika Frierdich  
2020 Mathematics Learning Area Manager 
 
 

DR MICHAEL 

CARR-GREGG 
Surviving and Thriving Year 12 

 

FREE ONLINE ZOOM SESSION 
TUESDAY 23 FEBRUARY 

6.30pm 
 
 
 
 

Kingston Youth Services are excited to welcome guest speaker Dr Michael Carr-Gregg to 
present at our upcoming online parent information night. 

Dr Michael Carr-Gregg Michael is one of Australia's highest profile psychologists working in 
all form of media. He works in private practice at in Melbourne. He is a successful author, 

speaker, broadcaster and mental health advocate.  
 

Surviving and Thriving year 12 
Topics covered:  
- practical advice and useful insights on how survive year 12 
- how to reduce stress and increase productivity 
- study techniques 
- how to manage sleep, social media, improve memory and avoid 
 

Registrations are essential 

 This event is for the City of Kingston community – live, work or study. 

 Targeted for parents/carers of VCE students 

 Questions? Courtney McGill 1300 369 436 courtney.mcgill@kingston.vic.gov.au 

 Register online: https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/free-online-session-dr-michael-

carr-gregg-surviving-and-thriving-year-12-tickets-132177439279 


