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Principal’s Report – David Russell 

 
Full Return to On site Learning 

On Tuesday 9th June, we welcomed all students back to onsite learning.  It was pleasing to see so many smiles 
on faces and the obvious delight of seeing friends and teachers face to face for the first time in many weeks. 
Besides the social connections being re-established it was terrific to see the way students settled back into 
the routine of classes, along with coping with the changes to what had been normal routine.  Lockers were 
off limits and bags were being carried, one way directional foot traffic in buildings, staggered lunch hour, 
staggered dismissal times and the continual hand sanitising have become the norm in the last three weeks. 
   
Term Three – COVID-19 enforced changes 
At the time of writing I have not yet received any updated advice from the DET.  Therefore changes that have 
been in place in the last three weeks of Term Three will remain in place until further notice. This also means 
that excursions and inter school sport will not recommence in Term Three at this time.  
 
Tours/Camps 
One decision that has been made is that Victorian state based school camps have been given approval to 
recommence. This means our Year 7 students will be on camp at the beginning of weeks two and three of 
Term Three. This is a rescheduling of the camps that were supposed to have run in Term One. Unfortunately 
the Year 12 camp which was to be in the last week Term One and the Year 9 camp in week five Term Two, 
could not be rescheduled to an appropriate date. The two international trips that had been planned – Japan 
Cultural Exchange (Nishi High School) and Space Camp (USA) will also not take place at the scheduled time 
given the international travel ban currently in place. Notification to parents re payments made will be sent 
to parents in due course. 
 
Uniform 
I sit at my desk writing this article as the students are arriving at school. As a whole their adherence to the 
uniform policy of the college is excellent but there are those who choose not to comply. Of particular note 
are the appearance of clearly visible non uniform outer garments including hoodies, windcheaters and 
jackets. Often when asked why they are wearing these, the answer is they don’t have a school jumper and 
don’t like it. The college uniform policy was reviewed in 2019 and endorsed by College Council. Not liking an 
item does not excuse a student to not wear it and substitute it with another preferred item. Our school is 
one which values our uniform, what it represents about us as a college and that our students are proud to 
wear it. Please ensure that your son/daughter are in the correct uniform. 
 
Canteen 
I am pleased to announce that the canteen will recommence operation with a new provider at the start of 
Term Three. The company – Chalkboard Catering are an experienced school canteen provider and have 
experience with large secondary schools.  We welcome them to Parkdale Secondary College and look forward 
to a healthy variety of items being available for purchase and I know they are looking forward to providing 
this service to our school community. They were ready to commence at the start of Term Two but the remote 
learning period rendered that impractical for obvious reasons. More details, including a menu, are included 
later in this newsletter.   
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End of Term 
As I have said previously, this term has been unprecedented in my time in education. The extended period 
of online/remote learning certainly challenged everyone to adapt. Teachers, students and parents all had 
their normal routine and habits changed. The challenge moving forward will be to retain the successful 
practices that were introduced and learnt. 
I take this opportunity to thank the school community for their support during this time.  In particular to our 
parents who took on board and supported the ‘can learn at home must learn at home’ directive to the point 
that I effectively did not have to staff the school to supervise students during this time. It allowed staff to 
feel safe at home and concentrate on the delivery of online learning from their home. 
Finally I wish all members of the school community a safe and relaxing break and look forward to seeing 
everyone on Monday 13th July for the start of Term Three. 
 
David Russell 
Principal 
 
 
 
 

June  

26th Term Two Finishes  

July   

13th Term 3 Commences  

20th-22nd (TBC) Year 7 Camp (7A-7G)  

27nd-29th (TBC) Year 7 Camp (7H-7M) 

 

 
This term would have to be the most unusual school terms any of us have experienced. Students, parents 
and staff successfully navigated their way through the many challenges that remote learning presented; and 
it has been pleasing to see the positive approach that students demonstrated as they returned to on-site 
learning.  Over the last week there has been an increase in the number of community transmission cases of 
Covid-19. It is important that students practice social distancing where possible and ensure they maintain 
good hygiene. 
 
This term our Junior School Assemblies have been conducted on the Teams platform and I would like to thank 
the Year Level Coordinators/Leaders for all their work in communicating to students on a regular basis. They 
have worked tirelessly to support our students both through remote learning and the return to school 
process. 
 
One of the positive things to come out of remote learning was the ‘pulse checks’ that were conducted at 
each Year Level, generally on a weekly basis. This enabled our Coordinators to act swiftly to check in with 
students, obtain feedback and respond to situations.  We will continue with this approach now we are back 
at school. 
 
Year 7 Camp 
The Year 7s have received the very welcome news that we are going on camp next term.  We are off to Camp 
Coonawarra in Gippsland in weeks two and three.  Please ensure you have completed the online confirmation 
in relation to change of camp date and forward any updated medical information to the college. 
7A – 7G will be on camp from Monday 20th July to Wednesday 22 July 
7H – 7N will be on camp from Monday 27th July to Wednesday 29 July 
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Uniform 
Since the return to on-site learning we have noticed an increase in the number of students who are not 
meeting the requirements of the uniform dress code.  In particular in relation to the wearing of non-approved 
items such as hoodies, and jewellery items. Students are reminded that earrings are restricted to two 
studs/sleepers in each ear. Other facial jewellery, such as nose studs, are not permitted.  Extra layers can be 
worn for added warmth, but these must be under the uniform and not visible. Students are also reminded 
that the uniform must be worn appropriately to and from school. The uniform policy is in the Student 
Organiser on page 23 and can also be found on Compass under the people icon, ‘School Documentation’, 
‘Policies’.  Next term student managers will focus on supporting students to wear the uniform correctly.  This 
has been addressed with students at Year Level Assemblies this week. As per the policy, the Year Level 
Assemblies this week and this newsletter report, these are the ‘gentle reminders’. From the beginning of 
term, non-approved items will be confiscated – on the first occasion stored safely by the coordinators for 
that day and to be collected by the student at the end of the day. Subsequent breaches will result in a 
lengthier confiscation. 
 
Language Study at Year 9 in 2021 
This year we have reviewed elements of the Year 9 curriculum and from 2021 the study of languages (French 
and Japanese) will not be compulsory.  Languages will be offered as part of the elective program. This has 
enabled us to continue to support the study of languages and increase the amount of teaching time we can 
allocate to the core subjects of English, Mathematics, Science and Humanities.  We strongly support the study 
of an additional language, as it not only has flow on effects to performance in other subjects but can also 
have a positive impact on a student’s ATAR in Year 12. Please see the Year 9 Handbook, available at the 
beginning of Term Three, for further information regarding the study of languages. 
 
Once again, I would like to congratulate all our Junior School students for the positive approach they have 
demonstrated on returning to school and on-site learning.  I am sure everyone is looking forward to the 
holidays.  I wish everyone a safe and restful break. 
 
June Sainsbery 
Assistant Principal- Junior School & Wellbeing  

 
Congratulations to everyone on reaching the end of Term Two!  There has been a lot of different and 
unexpected learning from our experiences and we hope to build on that into the future.  Teachers and 
student managers have done a fantastic job in ensuring students have continued to progress in all areas 
during remote learning and since returning school and we thank parents/carers for the support they have 
provided during this challenging time.  Term Three promises to be a big term with a lot of key events and  
activities.   
 

Uniform 
Since returning to school, the wearing of correct uniform has been a concern with a small number of 
students.  Non-uniform hoodies, shoes, jackets and piercings have been the most common items seen.  From 
the beginning of Term Three we will be renewing our focus on the College Council endorsed school uniform 
(page 21 in the year 10-12 student organiser and available on Compass). Non-uniform items will be 
confiscated –stored safely by the coordinators for that day and to be collected by the student at the end of 
the day (this includes non-uniform piercings such as nose piercings).  During the break, students must ensure 
they have the correct uniform items and organized for their return to school in Term Three. 
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2021 Course Counselling 
An early focus of Term Three is course counselling for 2021. During week 1 a schedule for this will be 
distributed for each year level.  It is expected that course counselling will occur as per the following: 

- Year 11 into 12 Week 2 

- Year 10 into 11 Week 3 

- Year 9 into 10 Week 4 

Further information will be provided on the return to school.  Information evenings will not be held at the 
school; however, video presentations of relevant information will be provided for parents/carers and 
students.  Individual course counselling will still occur, but unfortunately, parents/carers will not be able to 
attend the meetings.  
Year 12 Release of Results 
An announcement has been made that VCE results will be released 30th December 2020.  It is very positive 
that students will still receive results in the calendar year and this means that the timelines for tertiary study 
in 2021 should remain consistent with previous years. The timing does raise some challenges for schools in 
supporting students, and we are working on arrangements and will communicate these to students once 
they are in place. 
Semester Two 
There is a lot of work to be done across the rest of this year and I’m sure all students are looking forward to 
some time for rest to recharge for the upcoming term. We look forward to a busy, but more settled term 
ahead.  Students are encouraged to listen to, and heed, the current health advice and maintain good hand 
hygiene and practice social distancing whenever possible.  The health and safety of our community is always 
a priority and we look forward to welcoming everybody back happy and healthy for a productive Term Three. 
 
Michael Tuck 
Assistant Principal- Senior School  
 
 

 
My goodness, this has been a huge term! It has been a roller coaster ride where we had to adapt to huge 
changes in such a short amount of time. The biggest thing about music is how it is inclusive and requires 
participation in huge groups. Unfortunately, these restrictions meant that all ensemble rehearsals and 
performances were effectively cancelled. But the music didn’t stop!! Thanks to the dedication and hard 
work of our Instrumental Coordinator and the Instrumental Teachers, we have gone online! Inspired by 
what we have seen on social media, we will be hosting online concerts and performances that can soon be 
viewed on our Facebook Page. 
Log on to Facebook and find us at https://www.facebook.com/ParkdaleSecondaryCollegeMusic/  
 
 
Dimitri Willenberg 
Performing Arts 
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Parkdale Secondary College eLibrary- eBooks and Audiobooks Anytime, Anywhere.  
As the school holidays approach, it is great to know that our eLibrary is available 24/7. Here students will find 
thousands of eBooks and audiobooks available for a two week borrowing period. As with all digital 
technology there are multiple ways to access these exciting resources.  
 

 
Download the App  
ePlatform has apps available for Apple, Android and Windows 8/10 devices, to make reading and listening 
as easy as possible.  
The ePlatform mobile apps are the easiest, fastest and most enjoyable way to read and listen to a huge range 
of titles from your eLibrary. It’s quick, simple and free to install. Within minutes you’ll be able to read your 
library eBooks anywhere, anytime, on most devices. The ePlatform app makes it easy to borrow, read and 
listen on your iPad, iPhone, Android Phone, Tablet or Windows 8/10 device – without downloading any 
additional software. You can even read and listen offline. Just log in once and begin reading; when you exit, 
your place is automatically bookmarked and you can begin reading again with just one click.  
Download the app from your favourite app store now to access your library's eBook & Audiobook 
collection! 
 
Use the Library Website 
Once you have the App open, sign in using your student code and the password Library1  
Use the Library Website  
Enter the Library Website from the https://go.parkdalesc.vic.edu.au/  
Enter your student code into the field – no password required. If you experience problems please contact 
suzanne.flavin@education.vic.gov.au  
You can search the catalogue using the search terms eBooks or audio books. Once you have decided on a 
book, click on the record and a new window shown below will appear.  
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Now follow the hyperlinks, by clicking on the URL field for the book, it will take you to another page, again 
click on the URL, this takes you to our eLibrary where you can borrow the book.  
You will need to sign into the platform 
Go directly to our eLibrary  
Finally you can go directly to our eLibrary by using - https://parkdalesc.wheelers.co/  
 

 
 

You will need to sign into the platform to borrow, sign in using your student code and the password Library1  
Happy Reading  
The Library Team 
 
Sue Flavin- Teacher 
Pauline White- Teacher  

 
Hi everyone, 
Our Parkdale Secondary College Parents Association usually meets each month to connect with other 
parents, be updated on what’s happening around the school and share valuable family input/feedback to 
school leadership. It’s very relaxed and all are welcome whether you can make it to one meeting or all! 
 
Unfortunately due to Covid Pandemic restrictions we have been unable to meet in Term Two.  We are hoping 
our next meeting will be okay to go ahead on August 12th, but we will assess closer to the time.  
If you would like to join the Association, please complete the form available from the office, website or it 

was in your enrolment packs.  😊 
 
NEED TO BUY OR SELL BOOKS AND UNIFORMS?  
Sustainable School Shop could be your answer! This excellent service is where college families can buy and 
sell second-hand uniforms and books. It has up to date booklist information and is easy to navigate. 
Click here to register and start buying or selling… www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au  
Here is the Introduction Letter and User Guide… 
http://www.parkdalesc.vic.edu.au/index.php?option=com_zoo&view=item&layout=item&Itemid=122  
 
RITCHIES COMMUNITY BENEFITS 
Please remember to keep supporting our Ritchies Community Benefit Program. This helps us provide fruit in 
the Senior Centre for students staying back to study. Link your community benefit card/tag to Parkdale 
Secondary College at ANY Ritchies in Victoria, NSW or Queensland.  
Wishing you and your families the best – stay safe and well. And happy holidays. 
 
Cheers, 
Nicole Moffat   
nmoffat@optusnet.com.au 
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Canteen Grand Re-Opening – Term 3 
 
The Canteen will be open on the 1st day of Term 3 – 13th July 2020.   
 

 
 
Chalkboard Catering were the successful Canteen Supplier and the College is looking forward to working 
with them.  If you wish to place an order please go to Google Play Store and download the Chalkboard 
Catering App.  Please ensure that you select Parkdale Secondary College from the drop down list to view 
the huge number of goodies available and be sure to check out the “Daily Specials”. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Nicole Kingsbury  
Business Manager  
 

Canteen  


