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Principal’s Report – David Russell
Staffing
In a school the size of Parkdale Secondary College there is always movement of staff as they seek promotion, new
opportunities at different schools, change of career and retirement. This term has been no different and at the end of
term we farewelled two Educational Support staff who have given outstanding service to our community. Mrs Joybelle
Frighetto has been a member of staff for 25 years and Mrs Gennieve Kemp for 16 years, have both retired and we wish
them well as they begin the next phase of their lives. As they both said at their final morning tea “Time to spend time
with the grandchildren, travelling and long lunches with friends”.
We also farewelled Brittany Harvey who has taken up a position at Mt Erin Secondary College. After a period of time I
am also pleased to announce that we have employed two Math/Science teachers to cover the classes of staff who left
through Term Two. We also look forward to welcoming Ms Jo Cole and Ms Christina Tan at the start of term three. We
will also welcome Mr Peter Adams who will replace Mr Des MacCurtain who is on Long Service Leave in Term Three
and Ms Emma Gillette who is replacing Mr Bolt who will also be on Long Service Leave in Term Three.
Term Break
I take this opportunity to wish all members of our school community a restful, relaxing and safe term break. It gives us
all the opportunity and time to recharge and reflect and be prepared for Term Three.
David Russell
Principal

IMPORTANT DATES - TERM 2 - 2019
June
28th

Term 2 Ends

July
15th

Term 3 Commences

17th

Step Show Case Evening

18th

Year 10 into Year 11 Info Night (6.30pm Start)

19th

Singing Soiree

22nd-24th

Year 7 Camp (7A-7G)

23rd

STEP Showcase Evening

24th-26th

Year 7 Camp (7H-7M)

25th

Year 9 into Year 10 Info Night (6.30pm Start)

Semester Summary Reports
Semester Summary Reports available via COMPASS at 3.30pm Friday 28 th June
We hope you have found the regular feedback on your child’s academic progress and learning behaviours valuable
throughout this semester.
Regular viewing of the CAT, SAC & VCAL Learning Tasks on Compass provides both students and parents with user
friendly, timely and specific feedback and actionable strategies. We encourage parents and students to regularly
view and reflect upon their teacher’s feedback. Celebrate the successes and support and encourage your child to
implement the changes suggested by their teachers. Small habitual changes can make the biggest impact.
The Semester Report contains:
 Victorian Curriculum levels (Year 7-10)
 VCE/VCAL Unit S / N results.
The results of CAT, SAC & VCAL Learning Tasks is merely a summary of the information already provided to you via
Compass Learning Tasks throughout the semester.
Semester reports are only distributed via Compass. Parents are encouraged to download and print a copy for their
own safe keeping, as once a student has exited the college they do not retain Compass access.
To access your child’s report
Log on via your PARENT log in

Melissa Treverton
Assistant Principal
Senior School Report
Senior School
It has been a very busy but exciting end to Term Two. The Year 10 and 11 mid-year exam process went very smoothly
with students meeting expectations in terms of exam conduct and protocols. Exam marking is now complete, and
results will be made available on Compass and exams returned via Tutor Group or in class. It is an important learning
process to reflect on exam performance. Students should look for areas of content and skills that they have
performed well in and areas that they can improve. The exam results are a culmination of the learning undertaken in
class and the study and preparation undertaken out of lesson time. Reflecting on the approach taken to the study
and revision is also a valuable exercise to identify what worked well and things to be done differently in the future.
The Term Two break is a very important period for Year 12 students.
During the Term Three break, practice exams will be held and the time left before the VCE exams is short. Year 12
students have been spoken to in terms of managing stress, with Jake Phin, one of the Wellbeing Team members
proving a number of options for students to experiment with. It is important that students take a break during this
time to relax and spend time with family and friends, but to balance that with completing homework and proactive
study for the busy term ahead. Maintaining a routine, and regular sleep habit, is highly beneficial and planning to
maintain regular study time will help to reduce the stress of work building up and ensure that they begin Term Three
in a positive state of mind.
A big focus of Term Three will be pathways. Students will be undertaking course counselling for 2020 subject
selections. This is an exciting process and I encourage students and parents to attend the information nights held at
the College and utilise the resources provided to assist in decision making. Year 12 students will also be looking at
pathways, with their decisions to be made on post-secondary school options. This is an equally exciting and stressful
time and preparation is the key. Students should be using some time during this break to investigate all their options
so when the decision time comes, they are fully informed and in a good position to make the decision.
I hope all students have an enjoyable and productive break and I’m looking forward to working with you all in Term
Three.
Michael Tuck
Assistant Principal- Senior School

Welcome to Your Library at Parkdale Secondary College
News from the Library - Information online – not all is Equal
In the Library we are fully aware of what a bewildering world of information our students live in. Whilst we tend to
think of this generation as digital natives, being good with computer applications is not the same as being able to
make judgements on the worthiness of information. What we often fail to realise is that students need to be
explicitly taught these skills.
To support the development of these vital skills we have developed a research methodology that provides a
structure for students to recognize quality sources of information. We also work with the school’s IT Department to
teach students how to evaluate websites.
One of the ways we do this is through the teaching of RADCAB. This is an acronym that provides students with key
features to consider in website evaluation.

We model this to the class, by a comparison between a Wikipedia and a Britannica Online article on the same topic.
From there we have practical lessons with students being given websites to evaluate. They then share their insights
with the class.
The website to teach the skills of website evaluation is
https://www.radcab.com/
This website is relevant for all ages and we suggest you take the time to look at it too. This gives you a language to
have a discussion with your children about the credibility of online information. And it is important to realise that not
all information is equal and the fact of having something online does not necessarily make it useful.
Pauline White and Sue Flavin
Teacher- Librarian

Cross Country
Southern Metropolitan Region Cross Country - Cruden Farm
The sun was shining on our cross country runners, who competed on Monday 17th June at Cruden Farm, Langwarrin.
Congratulations to all competitors involved who displayed amazing team spirit and represented the school proudly!
Special mention must go to the students below who have qualified for the State Cross Country team next month on
Thursday 18th July in Bundoora. Well done on such a fantastic achievement!!
5th
12th
2nd
6th

Tristan Price
(Year 10)
Dylan Gillespie (Year 8)
Liv McKie
(Year 7)
Billy Jackson
(Year 7)

Vanessa Leslie
Carnivals Coordinator

Wellbeing
Chilln’ with the Chap
Sleep-Deprived Teens
If you have a teenager at home, they're quite possibly up until midnight talking to friends on Instagram and Snapchat.
If so, they probably struggle to get out of bed in the morning.
Sometimes it’s all a teacher can do to keep teenagers from dozing off in class. And it’s no wonder. Most teens are
living on six hours of sleep a night, even though studies show that they need between eight and ten hours to function
properly. Researchers say that teenagers are among the most sleep-deprived people on the planet. Most live in a
state of chronic fatigue, which can affect their mood, behaviour and performance.
But it’s more than an academic problem. Some doctors say that sleep deprivation actually interferes with growth,
since important hormones are secreted during sleep.
So, if you’re tired of raising a walking zombie, set some bedtime boundaries in your home. A good night’s sleep is just
what the doctor ordered.
Thanks to: https://www.families.org.au
ATTENTION ALL PARENTS
The Chaplaincy Support Committee are looking for
interested parents or friends of the school, to be involved
with their fundraising and support of the Chaplain. If this
sounds like you, then please contact Susan
parkin.susan.e@edumail.vic.gov.au for more info.
Thank you

Susan Parkin (Chaplain)
Senior Sport
INTERMEDIATE/SENIOR SPORT AND SMR FINALS
Years 9 and 10 District Sport
Any Year 9 or 10 student wanting to try out for the following teams to play at District competition on Wednesday 21st
August, see coaches to sign up. Basketball (girls) Ms Collins, Basketball(boys) Mr Vogt, Futsal (girls) Mr Austin, Futsal
(boys) Mr Ryan, Hockey Ms Lesile.
Senior, Intermediate and Girl’s AFL
Well done to the following teams who won the flag at District Sport and will represent the school at Regional finals –
Junior girls AFL (coaches Mr Mac and Ms Brown) to Emil Masden Res, Mt Eliza Wed 31st July
Inter boys soccer (coach Mr Cumming) to Kingston Heath Tuesday 13th August
Inter girls soccer (coaches Mr Austin and Ms Brown) Kingston Heath Friday 9th August
Inter boys AFL (coaches Mr Mac and Mr Benson) Marriot Waters, Lyndhurst Tuesday 30th July
Inter girls netball A and B (coach Ms Nash) Dandenong Netball courts Tuesday 13th August
Senior girls basketball (coach Ms Collins) Dandenong Basketball stadium Friday 23th August
Senior girls netball (coach Ms Kennedy) Dandenong Netball courts Tuesday 30th July
INTERMEDIATE AND SENIOR SPORT TERM TWO BEST PLAYER AWARDS
The coaches of Term Two sports awarded the Best Player certificates to the following students who were judged to
be the best player in their sport on the day of competition (some coaches are yet to give an award as they are in
finals). Certificates were handed out in Year level assemblies. Congratulations to;
Senior Badminton (boys)- Michael Cooper
Senior Soccer (boys)- Davide Pompilio
Senior Soccer (girls) -Maddy Pearson
Intermediate Soccer (boys) -Sam Curtis
Intermediate Netball (girls) (A)- Steph McKie, Alannah Shephard (B)- Rhianna Pondard, Imogen Heenan, Brooke
Dewhurst
Junior AFL (girls) –Shaedyn Aylen, Paris Xerri, Meg Webster

Senior Sport Continued
Intermediate AFL (girls) – Hayley Grange, Bella Dalrymple, Ash Van Rooyen
Senior AFL (girls) – Ash Harvie, Chloe Saultry, Maddi Pearson, Issy Scott
Junior netball (boys)- Alex Cortese, CAmerson Saultry, Benny Ubrihien-Shimonishi
Intermediate netball (boys) – Cooper Williamson, Luke Matic
Senior netball (boys) – Max Kendall, Jack Carmichael
Sue Fitzgerald
Senior Sport Coordinator
French Crepes
MAKING FRENCH CREPES WITH CHEF NURESH AT THE SCHOOL CANTEEN
Year 8A and 8 E students have visited Chef Nuresh Napaul, our school canteen manager, to learn how to make a
French crêpe.
Chef Nuresh is from Mauritius and therefore speaks fluent French.
Each student had a go and did one large and thin crêpe as French people do on the 2nd of February, a day called
‘ La Chandeleur’. This word comes from ‘chandelle’, which means candle in French. Students also researched about
this French tradition. Merci Chef!

Annie Haddad
French Teacher

VCAL
Semester 2 VCAL Wrap
What a busy Semester’s end we have had in VCAL!
In May, Years 10-12 VCAL hosted the community to share with them in celebrating their semester’s work at out
Semester One VCAL Expo evening. We were thrilled to be able to share our work with so many enthusiastic parents,
staff, several VCE students and even some past VCAL students, alongside community members. Sincere thanks are
extended to the expansive team of staff at Parkdale SC who assisted the students along with the dedicated VCAL
team without whom such events could not happen.
As a class, Year 10 VCAL have participated in the Therapeutic Martial Arts Program during Semester One and have
worked as a team to beautify the C Corridor courtyard area. If you have the chance to walk alongside the C Wing
breezeway, you will be amazed by the beautification that has taken place and the wonderful work our students did t

VCAL Continued
to restore garden beds and plant a variety of delightful plants. There has also been an installation of solar lighting and
some in built (lockable) storage and the addition of a fixed table tennis table which has been enjoyed particularly by
some of the younger students at Parkdale Secondary College during lunchtime and recess.
Year 11 VCAL have been working on a number of community projects and have completed their First Aid
certification. They have also been working in the local community (more on this in coming Newsletters) and were
invited to participate in an Aboriginal Smoking ceremony. Our thanks to Mrs Amon for this wonderful opportunity to
celebrate our indigenous culture and include this as part of our VCAL Program.
Year 10, 11 and 12 VCAL students have just returned from their Semester One intensive Work Experience and many
are glad to be back at school where the get up time is later as is the stay up time in the evenings! It is always a
highlight of my year to see them in action in the workplace and to be able to take the time to celebrate the learning
of each of the students in their area of vocational choice. A huge thank you to our VET, Work Experience and SWPL
Coordinator, Caz Jenkins for her commitment to ensuring each student was placed for these weeks. Caz’s
commitment to our students is truly appreciated.
Another valuable aspect of our program were the Year 11 and 12 VCAL Student Performance Reviews which occurred
in the first week of June. Each student was required to book an individual appointment and to spend considerable
time completing a reflective and goal setting task which was brought along to the interview to fodder discussion.
Every single student was on time and prepared for their appointment which is further evidence of their employability
skills and I personally savour opportunities such as these to dedicate time to individual students and to discuss their
goals and aspirations and listen to their passion for their vocational area of choice. It is the hope of the VCAL team
that events such as this will prepare our students for Performance Appraisals and the like, which are a key aspect of
staff development in many industries nowadays. A crucial aspect of these is to be able to take on board constructive
criticism and to be able to learn from this moving forward.
In the coming weeks, our Year 12 VCAL students will begin final preparations for their major Fundraising tasks to
occur on Athletics Day, Monday 26th August. Please remember to bring along some money to support these most
worthy charities and causes on the day. There will be more on this in future Newsletters.
Our VCAL program at Parkdale Secondary College is reliant upon the generous commitment and support of staff and
families and I would like to wish all of you a restful winter break.

VCAL Continued

Tracey Seach
Pathways & Applied Learning Leader & VCAL Coordinator

Singers Sioree
Music Department upcoming event- The ”Singers Soiree”
Friday 19th July 6.30pm
This will be a wonderful night full of talent, fun and courage. We have some students who will be singing in front of
an audience for the very first time.
We would love to see you there....
Performances from Parkdale Voices and the Competition Choir.
Special guest performance from Parkdale's Vocal Teachers Ms Raku and Ms Clement.
Gold Coin Donation.

Ashlee Clement
Vocal/Choral/Director Vocal College Productions

