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Principal’s Report – David Russell 

 
2020 
We have commenced our planning for 2020. Students have selected preferred classes and now comes the 
task of putting all this information together and producing a workable timetable. 
As part of this process, there has been the confirmation of offers of places to current Grade 6 students for 
Year 7 2020.  At present it appears that we will have the largest ever intake of students in Year 7. This is a 
resounding endorsement of the college from the local community for the academic program, the additional 
programs that are offered and the culture of the college.  
 
State Champions 
The Junior Girls (Year 7 and 8) Football team were victorious in the Grand Final played at Highgate Reserve, 
Craigieburn on Thursday 29th August. This is the first football state championship that a Parkdale Secondary 
College girls’ team have won. Congratulations to all girls and the coaches, Ms Steph Chiocci and Mr Paul 
McCormack. A more detailed report is contained in the newsletter.  
 
Music Performances in the Community 
It was really pleasing to receive a letter from a resident at the Lexington Gardens Retirement Village in 
Springvale singing the praises of our students and staff for the concert that they put on for the residents on 
Sunday 25th August. It reinforced the impact that such gestures can have on people and that it was noted 
that the unseemly behaviour of the youth of today that always seems to be the focus of the news, is really 
in isolation. Well done and congratulations to all involved. 
 
House Athletics 
Congratulations to all students and staff who were involved in a fun day of running, jumping, throwing and 
interaction at Dolomore Reserve on Monday 26th August 2019.  My thanks to Ms Vanessa Leslie for her 
overall organisation of the day. I am still looking for answers as to how she managed the weather! – the sun 
was out (and we didn’t get sunburnt), little wind and no rain. Final scores saw Wurneet take the win on the 
day with 1690 points narrowly beating Livingstone on 1683 points. Yes, just seven points over all events. In 
third place was Iluka on 1446 points and fourth was Kingston on 1116 points. 
 
David Russell 
Principal  
 
 
 
 

September  

3rd  Year 6 into Year 7 Information Night (6.30pm Start) 

6th Curriculum Day  

12th Year 12 VCAL Presentation Evening (6.30pm Start) 

20th Last day of Term 3 

October   

7th Term 4 Commences  

IMPORTANT DATES  -  TERM 3 - 2019 
 

 

 
 



 

 
News From Your Library- Reflections on Reading  
During Book Week we ran a number of competitions for students to enter. The competitions were based 
around the theme of Book Week which was’ ‘Reading is my secret power.’ Three competitions were run: 

 Guess that book – Popular fiction books were wrapped up with clues to the title pasted on. The 

students had to use their deductive power to work out the titles. 

 

 What books are Batman and Catwoman reading? These two super heroes were shown engrossed in 

reading books but the titles were missing. The students came up with titles for the books. 

 

 What makes reading a super power? Students were invited to write six sentences that showed why 

reading is a secret power. 

 
This last competition was won by Liam van Deursen of 
Year 7 and I thought I would share with you some of 
his sentences. 
1. It makes you invisible as it transports you to another 
world. 
2. We are able to experience how other people feel 
when we read which helps us with empathy. 
3. Reading can help us learn new languages and about 
different cultures and different people. 
I think Liam puts a very strong case for the value of 
reading in those examples from his 
winning entry.  
In support of what he wrote I would like to finish with 
the words of Bill Connolly from his book Made in 
Scotland on the power of reading. 
‘… for me, the library is the key. That is where the 
escape tunnel is. All of the knowledge of the world is 
there. The great brains of the world are at your 
fingertips. 
Reading books showed me that there was something 
better, something other, out there. It made me realise 
that, despite the constant misery of my day-to-day 
existence, the world might actually be a good place, 
and an exciting one.’ 
 
 
 
 

Pauline White and Sue Flavin  
Teacher Librarians 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to Your Library at Parkdale Secondary College  

Made in Scotland - a new book in our 
Library 

What book is Batman reading? 



 
Coaches Paul McCormack and Steph Chiocci Report 
We knew we needed to be at our best to knock over Strathmore and the girls didn’t disappoint!  
We focused on three key areas: first at the football, handball release and kick long as well as pressure and 
executed this consistently for three quarters. 
Paris Xerri was judged best on field by the opposition and Meg Webster wasn’t far behind her!  
Zoe McCurdy was strong off half back and Jasmine Shepherd was a forward target all day. 
Captain Tara Dando was rock solid down back and Ebony Ingram played a vital role at both ends of the 
ground. 
This is the first Junior Girls State title in our history and we couldn’t be more proud.  
A HUGE thank you to Ms Brown and Ms Leslie who also coached the girls in the early stages. 
To the parents/guardians for supporting the girls as well as our three year 10 boys; Lochie, Lucas and Corey 
who helped out on the day. 
 

 
 
Sur Fitzgerald 
Senior Sport Coordinator 

 
Language Centre Student Excursion to the Mentone Shopping Area  
“Language Centre students, Ms Georgiou and Marianne, went to Mentone shopping centre on an excursion 
in the afternoon of a cold Monday, last week. We had our question ready to ask at the shops. 
We left school at 1.30pm and walked to Parkdale station for 20 minutes under the sun. It was a bit tiring 
but it is really fun and relaxed. Then all of us got a train and got to Mentone.  The first destination, we went 
to was the doctor and we asked when we could meet a doctor and how much it cost. Then my group 
moved to the pharmacy store and asked for information about buying the necessary medicine. It was really 
helpful because we could know how to survive when we are sick in the future. The second destination we 
went to was the uniform shop and bought some things we needed and understood more information 
about prices. The next destination, was the supermarket to survey some products and take away some 
stationery if necessary. Finally, we relaxed at a wonderful coffee shop and everyone could have anything 
they wanted to drink or eat. We had fun talking and discussing about how to go back home. Thanks for 
reading.” 
By Tran Nhat Duy (Lee) LE 
 
Stephanie Georgiou- EAL 

Junior Girls Footy Win State Title For Parkdale  

International Student   



 
Parkdale SC Athletics Carnival 2019 

Well that’s a wrap on another Parkdale SC Athletics Carnival. The sun ☀️ shone on our students as they 
enjoyed novelty races, as well as traditional track and field events, breaking a number of records over the 
day. It was great to see so many students dressed up in their House colours.  
Congratulations to the following record breakers: 
 
GIRLS 
16 Yrs  100m               13.42 sec         Laura Melatua  
16 Yrs  200m               28.43 sec         Laura Melatua 
14 Yrs  800m               2.44:62 min     Liv McKie 
16 Yrs  High Jump       1.45m              Laura Melatua 
13 Yrs High Jump       1.40m               Ava Pillay (Record held since 2010) 
17 Yrs Triple Jump       9.95m             Erika Seddon (Record held since 2002) 
 
BOYS 
15 Yrs  800m               2.19:03 min     Tristan Price (Record held since 2001) 
13 Yrs  400m               1.03:93 min     Tom Dyson 
14 Yrs  400m               1.01:79 min     Zach Jeanes 
17 Yrs 400m               57:04 sec          Zac White (Record held since 2010) 
13 Yrs Triple Jump      9.81m              Sam Stefanec 
14 Yrs  Triple Jump      10.21m           Beau Thorneycroft 
14 Yrs Discus              31.60m             Eden Pillay 
15 Yrs Discus              35.21m             Morne Nel (Record held since 1997) 
13 Yrs High Jump       1.62m               Sam Stefanec (Record held since 1994) 
17 Yrs High Jump       1.75m               Liam O’Neill  
17 Yrs  Shot Put           14.05m           Rhys Tonkin 
16 Yrs High Jump        1.75m              Matthew Emmanouil 
 
Good luck to all students competing at the Kingston Division competition on Wednesday 4 September. 

 

 
 
Vanessa Leslie 
Carnivals Coordinator 
 
 

Parkdale Secondary College Athletics Carnival 2019  

 
 

 

 
  



 
Mid-Year Music Concert 
This time every year, the instrumental music students showcase their talents in an epic evening of 
performances. This year’s Mid-Year Music concert was one of the most action packed evenings where 140 
students came together in the school’s Performing Arts Theatre to entertain the audience in various bands 
and ensembles. The night was a huge success, a highlight being the finale where every student got together 
as one band to perform Uptown Funk! 
Thank you to all the instrumental staff and students and your hard work. Thank you to all the backstage 
staff and crew for your help. Thank you to the audience for attending, including the Principal team, 
teachers and parents. Thank you to the Milners for the incredible photos. Finally, thank you to the parents 
for your ongoing support.  

 
 

 
      
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Kaela Raku- Instrumental Music Coordinator  
Dimitri Willenberg- Instrumental Music Coordinator 
 

Music  

  

  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Bunjil 
by the Kingston Koorie Mob 

 
The Derrimut Weelam Gathering Place 

Open Morning  

Saturday 7th September 

10.00am – 12.00 noon 

Let us show you around, enjoy beading and painting activities. 
199 Beach Road Mordialloc. 

 
 
 
Katrina Amon 
Koori Leader 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Year 12 VCAL Fundraising 
AN AMAZING EFFORT!! 
As part of the Year 12 VCAL Personal Development Skills (PDS) subject, the students researched a number of 
Not-for-Profit organisations and then organised and ran fundraising activities at the Athletics day. The year 
12 students raised over $1800, an amazing effort!! 
The students raised money for “Beyond Blue” and “The R.S.P.C.A.” They ran a cake stall, BBQ, a drink stall, 
lolly jar competition and a hair colouring/face painting stall. 
We would like to thank everyone that donated items towards the fundraising activities and to everyone who 
helped out with supporting the students in their efforts. It was very much appreciated by all the students 
and the VCAL team. 
All of the students should be very proud of their fantastic efforts. They all worked extremely well in their 
groups, displaying wonderful team work and organisation. Having to advertise, budget, negotiate and then 
run the fundraiser, demonstrated the student’s ability to run an event from start to finish, not an easy task. 
We were extremely proud of all the students and how professionally they ran their events and the 
commitment they showed towards fundraising for their organisations. 
Well done to all of the Year 12 VCAL students, 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Kerri Fulton 
VCAL Teacher  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YEAR 12 VCAL 

  

  



Reminder!  
Enrol Now!  Don’t miss out - get enrolled before the end of Term Three. 
Join one or more of our extra-curricular student enhancement programs in 2020.  AEP Dance, Instrumental 
Music, AEP Music, ESP, STEP and WIN. For further information and to enrol now, go to the Parkdale 
Secondary College website and select “student enhancement”. 

 

Programs 

 
 
Arts Enhancement Pathway (AEP) 

 Dance 

 Music 

 

Elite Sports Pathway 
(ESP) 
 

 
 

 

Instrumental Music 

 

 
Science, Technology, Engineering Pathway (STEP) 

 
Writing is Necessary (WIN) 

 
 
Tim Thompson  
Engagement/Enhancement Coordinator  
 
 
 
 
 

Student Enchancement Programs 2020 



 
Chilln’ with the Chap  
Raising a Winner 
Okay parents; time to get out your pencil and 
paper! Here come five concrete things you can do 
to raise a winner. 
First, stay on your toes. Keep a close eye out for 
those things your kids do well and use the 
opportunity to say, “Way to go!” Praise is the first 
and best step in helping kids feel successful. 
Second, set reasonable standards. It’s important 
to expect kids to do their best, but their best may 
not always be all we’d hoped. Sometimes we need 
to lower our expectations instead of pushing 
harder. Third, be their number one fan. Look for 
chances to build them up in front of friends and family members. 
Fourth, celebrate when they succeed. Mark your child’s accomplishments by taking them out for a special 
dinner or event—and rejoice as a family. 
And finally, be a winner yourself. Kids model what they see, and when their parents succeed, they’re more 
likely to succeed as well.  
 
Thanks to: https://www.families.org.au 
ATTENTION ALL PARENTS 
The Chaplaincy Support Committee are looking for interested parents or friends of the school, to be 
involved with their fundraising and support of the Chaplain. If this sounds like you, then please contact 
Susan parkin.susan.e@edumail.vic.gov.au for more info. 
Thank you,  
 
Susan Parkin (Chaplain) 
 

 
PARENTS ASSOCIATION UPDATE 
Hello everyone, 
Our next meeting will be held on Wednesday 11th September at 7.00pm in the College Staff Room.  We’d 

love to see you if you can make it 😊 
 
RITCHIES COMMUNITY BENEFITS 
PSC Parents’ Association, while not a fundraising body, like to support the school community whenever we 
can. Thanks to the Ritchies Community Benefit Program we are able to fund a weekly fruit box in the Senior 
Centre for students to have a healthy snack while studying after school.  
For this to continue we need your support!!   
If you or your friends/family shop at ANY Ritchies in Victoria, NSW or Queensland and use a community 
benefit card/tag linked to Parkdale Secondary College, Ritchies donate money back to our school.  
If you would like to support Parkdale SC and don’t already have a CB card/tag please collect one next time 
you shop at any Ritchies store and nominate Parkdale Secondary College. 
 
UNIFORM SHOP  
The College is now using the online service Sustainable School Shop to enable parents to buy and sell second 
hand uniform items.  
Click here to register and start buying or selling! www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au  

Wellbeing  

Parents Association  

mailto:parkin.susan.e@edumail.vic.gov.au
file:///C:/Users/08193928/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/ECNOZRY3/www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au


 
Here is our current stock list..  
www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au/stocktake/parkdale-secondary-college 
Please see the Introduction Letter and User Guide for further information and guidance.  
http://www.parkdalesc.vic.edu.au/index.php?option=com_zoo&view=item&layout=item&Itemid=122 
 
Meeting dates for your diary: 
September 11th 
October 16th              November 13th 
December 4th – Christmas breakup 
Cheers, 
Nicole Moffat 
nmoffat@optusnet.com.au  
 

Parents Association Comtinued  
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