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Principal’s Report – David Russell 

 
Year 12 
We officially, as a school, said good bye to the Year 12 students at a whole school assembly on Friday 18th 
October. I congratulate all Year 12 students on reaching this milestone in their education journey. The 
school captains Kiera Rimmer and Ben Tialan addressed the school for the final time in their roles. I take 
this opportunity to thank them for their leadership of, and being outstanding role models for, the student 
body in 2019. I also thank College Vice Captains Ollie Culshaw and Sharni Teesdale, Performing Arts 
Captains Melissa Milner and Mitchell Anathassiou, Arts Captain Kyarna White, VCAL Captains Aidan Morris 
and Ashlee Robinson, and International Student Captains Wilson Huang and Sadaf Yazdani for their 
contribution to the leadership of the student body. 
 
Valedictory Dinner 
This event is a highlight of any school calendar. A celebration with family and friends, the recognition of 
outstanding academic performances in school based assessment in each subject and the presentation of 
certificates to all students and some wonderful speeches laced with humour, humility and words of advice 
and encouragement for the future. My thanks to the senior school team for organizing and coordinating a 
marvelous evening. 
 
Final Examinations 
A number of students have already started their final examinations in particular those who study a 
language, music performance and/or theatre studies have sat their oral/performance assessment prior to 
the commencement of the main written examinations. The written examination period starts in earnest 
this week with English and continues for the next three weeks. It has been a pleasure to see the industry of 
the year 12 students in the study period leading up to the examinations working together in small groups 
and seeking the assistance of their dedicated teachers through this time.  
 
Helmets 
It is terrific to see the number of students who ride bicycles to school each day. It is wonderful way to get 
some exercise in a sometimes very crowded daily schedule. However, over the past weeks I have noticed 
an increase in the number of students not wearing helmets when riding their bicycle to and from school.  
For your own health and safety please wear a helmet and ensure it is properly fastened.     
  
Car Parks and Student Drop Off/Pick Up 
For a number of reasons staff had a greater visual presence over the first two weeks of the term around the 
car parks at the start and end of the school day. It was commented by many of the continuing practice of 
some members of our school community who use the carparks for dropping off and picking up of students. 
I have previously asked that this not happen for safety reasons of all students. I certainly do not want to go 
to the extreme of having to install gates at the entrances of the carparks to control this practice as has 
happened at other schools. This would necessitate the diversion of resources away from where they are 
best used to assist our students. Please arrange alternative locations for drop off/pick up away from the 
school carparks. 
 
 



 

 

Sport – State Athletics 
There were a number of outstanding performances at the recent State Athletics Championships at Lakeside 
Stadium. Rhys Tonkin Y11 (Discus, shot Put) won both the events listed in his age group to become a 
multiple state champion.  An outstanding effort. Liv Mckie Y7 (800m) claimed third place, Anika Jurovic Y10 
(100m hurdles) placed fourth, Tristan Price Y10 (800 m and 1500m) came sixth in these events, Sam 
Stefanec Y7 (High Jump) also placed sixth and Morne Nel Y9 (Javelin) placed seventh. My congratulations to 
all these students on these fantastic results. 
 

David Russell 
Principal 
 
 
 

October   

30th Year 7 Immunisations  

30th Year 12 Exams Commence  

31st Instrumental Soiree (6.30pm Start) 

November   

4th Curriculum Day (Student Free Day) 

5th Melbourne Cup Day (Public Holiday) 

7th AEP Dance Concert (7.30pm)  

8th Last Day Year 10 & 11 classes (2019)  

11th Year 10 & 11 Exams Commence  

11th-15th Year 10 & 11 VCAL Work Experience  
 

 

 

Our year 12 students completed thirteen years of schooling last week. Thursday 24th October saw students, 
parents and staff celebrating this milestone at the Valedictory Dinner held at Caulfield Racecourse.  It was a 
night of recognition, celebration and farewells.  We are very proud of the achievements of our year 12 
students and wish them well in the upcoming exams, and more importantly, in their lives beyond Parkdale 
Secondary College. 
 
VCE written examinations begin Wednesday 30th October. Students are reminded to double check the 
examination timetable for the days and start times of their examinations. Students should arrive 15 
minutes before the start time and ensure they have all equipment required (including spare pens, pencils 
and calculator batteries).  Exam rules, lists of allowable equipment, and exam front covers are available on 
the VCAA website (http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au).   
The VCE examinations Navigator 
(https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/exams/student/VCE_Exams_Navigator_2019.pdf) has also been 
distributed to students. This contains a full timetable, rules, and a list of the allowable equipment and 
materials. Any issue that arises that impacts on students sitting the examinations should be reported as 
soon as possible to either Mr Michael Tuck or Mr Scott Rumble (Year 11/12 Level Leader). 
 
Subject allocations for 2020 have now been distributed. Subject change requests can be made to Mr 
Michael Tuck. Timetable constraints mean that change options may be limited. 
 

Michael Tuck 
Assistant Principal- Senior School  

Principal’s Report Continued  

Senior School  

IMPORTANT DATES  -  TERM 4 - 2019 
 

 

 
 

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/exams/student/VCE_Exams_Navigator_2019.pdf


 
VCAL Update 
It was wonderful to see so many of our Year 12 VCAL students and their parents at the 2019 Valedictory, 
where a VCAL Award was presented to our outgoing VCAL Captain Ashlee Robinson. Ashlee’s consistent 
commitment to her VCAL program, studies and placement was recognised. Xavier Stanley was awarded a 
VCAL Excellence in Industry Award, following outstanding feedback from his Trainers and Employer. VCAL is 
the ideal program for students to be recognised not only for in classroom work, but also for excellence in 
the community and workplace.  
 
Many of our 2019 Year 12 VCAL students have now transitioned straight into Apprenticeships and we will 
bring you updates on how they are going in future newsletters.  
 
VCAL Semester 2 Expo Evening – Years 10 and 11 
 
On 15th October, our Years 10 and 11 VCAL students hosted an evening to display the results of their Big 
Projects completed during Semester Two. The students had been working on a wide variety of projects and 
it is always rewarding to see them engage with parents and community members and to see the pride they 
have in their finished work. We will be placing some photographs from the evening in Iluka so keep an eye 
out! 
 
Many members of the Parkdale Secondary College community support our VCAL students in the creation of 
their projects.  A special thank you to everyone who has supported our students in their project work this 
year.  A celebratory luncheon was held this week to acknowledge their support and an array of delights 
were served by our students to hungry staff, including a very Australian sausage sizzle cooked up by some 
of the Year 10 VCAL students.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Tracey Seach  
VCAL Coordinator 
 

VCAL 



 
News from the Library- New books in our collection  
Our Library at Parkdale stocks over 10,000 books, which by and large, have been handpicked by the 
Teacher Librarians. Throughout the year Pauline White and I visit a variety of book stores across 
Melbourne. We assess each book to determine its suitability for our Young Adult audience and ensure the 
books chosen sit within a reading range and content suitable for 12 to 18 year olds.  
The Library also actively encourages students to make book buying suggestions. We record the students’ 
names and when the book has been processed and is ready to borrow we send an email to let the student 
know. 
The best place to look for our new books is on our new book display in the centre of the Library and on the 
carousel displayed on the Library Homepage. This is a great place to keep an eye on as the books are 
refreshed on a daily basis.  
Happy reading and keep a look out for our ever changing collection of new books. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pauline White and Sue Flavin  
 Teacher Librarians 

 
“On the 31st of October the Year 11 VCAL class are going to the FareShare kitchen in Abbotsford. During our 
visit we will learn about hunger in our communites, food waste and food rescue. We will also assist in the 
kitchen cooking and packing the cooked food.  
FareShare is in need of food donations. If anyone in the school community could donate Pasta (Short), 
dried chickpeas, lentils, flour, rice, tinned tomatoes, tinned legumes and any other canned food, it would 
be greatly appreciated as it is going to a good cause. 
The donation box is outside the General Office.” 
Brad Laughton & Max Goodchild- Year 11 VCAL 
 
Katrina Amon 
Koorie Leader 
 
 

Welcome to Your Library at Parkdale Secondary College  

Year 11 VCAL  

One of the popular new books for 2019 



 
SMR ATHLETICS CHAMPIONSHIPS  

Congratulations to all members of the SMR Athletics Team who competed at Casey Fields Regional 
Athletics Centre on Friday 11th October. Out of 24 students, 13 placed in the top three for their event(s)!  

The results from the day were: 
Koebe Nay                   Shot Put 5th 
Rhys Tonkin                 Javelin 2nd, Discus 1st, Shot Put 1st 
Bradlee Willson            100m 4th, 200m 2nd, Hurdles 6th 
Zach Jeanes                400m 4th, Relay 4th 
Dylan Atkinson             800m 9th 
Jasmine Reeve            Discus 2nd 
Liv McKie                     1500m 1st, 800m 1st 
Zoe McCurdy               1500m 5th, 800m 5th 
Dylan Gillespie             1500m 4th, 800m 4th 
Mia Jackson                 800m 3rd 
Morne Nel                    Javelin 1st 
Tristan Price                 1500m 2nd, 800m 1st 
Holly Tysoe                  800m 2nd, 400m 3rd 
Sarah Gilmore              800m 7th 
Matthew Emmanouil    800m 6th 
Liam O’Neill                 Triple Jump 3rd 
Ava Pillay                     High Jump 3rd 
Lachlan Shepherd        Shot Put 6th 
Sam Stefanec              High Jump 1st, Triple Jump 3rd, Hurdles 6th 
Tharli Briggs                Shot Put 3rd 
Anthony Makrakis        Relay 4th 
Jasper Hughes             Relay 4th 
Daniel Cornell              Relay 4th 
Anika Jurovic               Hurdles 1st 

 

             
 
 
 
 
 

Sport  



 

STATE ATHLETICS CHAMPIONSHIPS 

On Friday 18th October, Rhys Tonkin, Anika Jurovic, Liv McKie, Sam Stefanec, Morne Nel and Tristan Price 
competed at the State Athletics Championships, which was held at Lakeside Stadium, Albert Park. 

Results from the day were: 

Anika Jurovic               Hurdles 4th 
Rhys Tonkin                Shot Put 1st, Discus 1st 
Sam Stefanec              High Jump 6th 
Morne Nel                    Javelin 7th 
Tristan Price                800m 6th, 1500m 6th 
Liv McKie                     800m 3rd, 1500m 7th 

Congratulations to all competitors. 

Vanessa Leslie 
Carnivals Coordinator  

 
Chilln’ with the Chap  
Peer Pressure 
Peer pressure is a powerful force in a teen’s life. But not all 
peer pressure is bad for them. Almost all teens get to an age 
where they pull away from mum and dad and instead look to 
their friends for acceptance and approval. When that 
happens, they can often be pressured into doing things they 
know is wrong. We’ve all heard horror stories of good kids 
going bad because they got caught up with the wrong crowd. 
But peer pressure is a two-way street. There’s such a thing as 
“healthy” peer pressure—where kids encourage each other to 
take the high road when tempted, and to excel instead of 
settling for mediocrity. Instead of pulling each other down, 
good friends hold each other accountable. And they look for 
ways to set an example for others. That’s why it’s so 
important to steer your kids toward the right kinds of friends because peer pressure could be the best thing 
that ever happened to your child. 
 
Thanks to: https://www.families.org.au 
ATTENTION ALL PARENTS 
The Chaplaincy Support Committee are looking for interested parents or friends of the school, to be 
involved with their fundraising and support of the Chaplain. If this sounds like you, then please contact 
Susan parkin.susan.e@edumail.vic.gov.au for more info. 
Thank you,  
 
Susan Parkin (Chaplain) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sport Continued 

Wellbeing 

mailto:parkin.susan.e@edumail.vic.gov.au


 

 

 
AEP Dance Concert is on the 7th of November, starting at 6.30pm in the theatre.  
 
 
Marisa Di Paola 
AEP Coordinator 



 
PARENTS ASSOCIATION UPDATE 
Hi everyone, 
Our next meeting will be held on Wednesday 13th November at 7.00pm in the College Staff Room.  We will 
be looking for some policy feedback and ideas for 2020 so the more voices the better, we’d love to see you 

if you can make it 😊 
 

NEED TO BUY OR SELL BOOKS AND UNIFORMS?  
Sustainable School Shop could be your answer! This excellent service is where College families can buy 
and sell second-hand uniforms and books. It has up to date booklist information and is easy to navigate. 
Click here to register and start buying or selling… www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au  
Here is the Introduction Letter and User Guide… 
http://www.parkdalesc.vic.edu.au/index.php?option=com_zoo&view=item&layout=item&Itemid=122  
 
DO YOU HAVE UNIFORMS YOU WOULD LIKE TO DONATE?  
You can leave them at the office! Our College wellbeing team will gratefully accept clean items in good 
order.  
 

DO YOU HAVE BOOKS NOT ON BOOKLISTS YOU’D LIKE TO DONATE? 
We are starting a new initiative, supporting GAT Foundation… a hard-working Melbourne charity who 
distributes and rehomes books throughout the Philippines - to promote sustainability, empower individuals 
and relieve poverty through education. More information can be found at www.gatfoundation.org.au 
Look out for a collection box at the front office where you can leave your text-books. They must be in good 
condition and published in 2014 to 2019 (6 years or less) Please do not leave books that don’t meet these 
requirements or else PFA will be stuck with them!  
 

EARN AND LEARN REWARDS 

Thanks everyone again for their help, we were happy to receive our rewards last week 😊 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RITCHIES COMMUNITY BENEFITS 
Please remember to keep supporting our Ritchies Community Benefit Program! This helps us provide fruit in 
the Senior Centre for students staying back to study.  
For this to continue we need your support!!  Link your community benefit card/tag to Parkdale Secondary 
College at ANY Ritchies in Victoria, NSW or Queensland.  
 

Meeting dates for your diary: 
November 13th 
December 4th – Christmas breakup 
Cheers,  
 

nmoffat@optusnet.com.au 
Nicole Moffat- PA President 
 
 

Parents Association  
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