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Principal’s Report – David Russell 
 

COVID-19 Update 

After going back into lockdown and remote learning before the end of the first week of the 
term, all students came back to onsite learning then we went back to remote and flexible 
learning a week later.  I must acknowledge the staff and the students for their resilience in 

coping with the flipping backwards and forwards between the two learning modes. 
When I look north to NSW and further to Queensland there is daily evidence that COVID-19 
and its impact on us is a constant unknown. We can all do our part by wearing the face masks 
both inside and outside.  We can sanitise our hands and we can socially distance as much as 

is practical.  In regards to this I was still concerned that students arrived at school without a 
face mask.  This included students who arrived to school on the bus.  The face mask restriction 
applies at all times.  Please be considerate of others and wear your face mask correctly at all 

times. 
At this time a number of activities/events have had to be postponed/cancelled to a date to 
be advised given the restrictions.  

Curriculum Day – Friday 13th August – postponed to a date to be advised.  All classes will now 
run as per normal.  
School Athletics Carnival – Monday 16th August – cancelled. All classes will now run as per 

normal. 
Year 7 Camp – Monday 19th – Friday 23rd July – postponed to Monday 6th – Friday 10th 
December  

GAT – Is scheduled for Thursday 12th August (No Y12 VCE and Y11 VCE classes, VCAL classes 
as normal). At the time of writing we are yet to be advised whether this will go ahead on this 
date or be postponed to another date. 
Course Counselling (Y9, 10, 11 & 12 2022) 

These sessions have been running over the past weeks.  These are important decisions and I 
thank the staff involved for their diligence and commitment to this important process.   
Student Attitude to School Survey 

These were undertaken by all students in term two.  At the time of writing the results have 
just arrived in the school.  The results will be shared with the school community through 
various forums.  Student focus groups will be formed to further unpack the  results. 

Parent School Survey 
These are run annually by the Department of Education and Training (DET). The data collected 
is used by schools to inform their decision making.  Parents are randomly selected to 

undertake the survey.  As in the previous three years the survey is being completed 
electronically.  Those parents selected to complete the survey will have received an email 
containing the link and login details from the school.  The surveys are anonymous. The results 
are aggregated and then released to the school in October.  The results will then be shared 

with the school community.  I thank in advance those parents who are selected for completing 
the survey. 
 

 
 



Litter/Rubbish in the School Grounds 
This is one area that I am disappointed in the student response.  The amount of rubbish left 

in the school grounds at the end of recess and lunchtime is unacceptable.  There are over 60 
red bins for rubbish to be placed in but there are students who, at times, cannot be 
bothered walking less than 5 metres to put the rubbish in the bin.  The oval, in particular, 

and the area between C and M block are the main areas where this occurs.  We do not have 
people employed to pick up the rubbish and nor should we.  There is much said about our 
care and protection of the environment and this is a small way we can play our part.  I ask 

all students to do the right thing and put the rubbish in the bins provided.  I would also 
appreciate parents talking with their son/daughter about this. 
I look forward to seeing an improvement when students return to onsite learning. 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

August  

DATE TBC 
GAT No formal Year 11 or 12 classes. VCAL classes running as per 
normal.  

Tues 31st  Year 7 2022 Information Evening 

September  

Fri 03 Sep                            Curriculum Day – Student free 

Mon 06 – Fri 10 Sep 
Rubicon Camp 

Wed 08 Sep Mid Year Music Concert 

Thu 09 Sep VCAL Presentation Evening 

Thu 09 Sep VCE Music Performance 

Fri 17 Sep Last day Term 3 

Mon 04 Oct                        First day Term 4 

 
 

Senior  School Report  

The ability of our students to be flexible and adaptable continues to impress.  There is not 
much more that can be said other than it is important to remember to continue to look 
after yourselves and balance your time between lessons, revision and down time.  If you are 

struggling with time management and procrastination, consider using the techniques such 
as the Pomodoro Technique (https://blog.trello.com/how-to-pomodoro-your-way-to-
productivity) that you have been taught in VCE Program and Learning Journeys.  If you are 

feeling tired and sluggish, try going outside briefly for some fresh air and a short burst of 
exercise to help energise yourself. 
 

 
Course selections for 2022 have been a focus of the last few weeks.  Whilst much of the 
process this year moved to online, all students in year 9, 10 and 11 have now had their 

IMPORTANT DATES  -  TERM 3 – 2021  
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selection day, with approximately 95% of student selections entered.  Students who have 
not yet completed this should see the appropriate year level coordinators, the Pathways 

Team or Mr Tuck as soon as possible to ensure selections are entered.  
 
The previously postponed General Achievement Test (GAT) for all students completing a 

unit 3/4 study is scheduled for Thursday 12th August.  We have had not yet received 
communication regarding this given the current lock down period, however it is obviously 
our expectation that this will be rescheduled to a later date.  Students were previous ly 

presented to on how to approach the different sections of the GAT and further information 
and updates can be found here: 
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/vce-assessment/general-achievement-

test/Pages/index.aspx 
 
Michael Tuck  
Assistant Principal – Senior School/Curriculum 

 

Junior School Report 

 
The first few weeks of this term have been a challenge and I am very proud of the way our 
students have managed the transition to and from remote learning.  Hopefully we will be able 

to stay with face to face learning going forward. 
 
It does appear that masks are here to stay for some time.  Can I please ask all parents/carers 

support us with the implementation of compulsory mask wearing indoors and outdoors?  It 
is tedious to have to continually ask students to either bring a mask (and a spare) to school 
and to ask them to comply with the rule. 
 

Our planned Whole School Assembly has been postponed due to the restrictions.  At this 
assembly we acknowledge students who have excelled academically in Semester One.  I am 
looking forward to the rescheduling of the assembly so those students can be congratulated 

and receive their certificates. 
 
During the past week Year 8 and 9 students have been choosing subjects or electives for next 

year.  I participated in the Year 9 into 10 Course Counselling Day.  This involved having 
conversations with students about their selections and future aspirations.  It was obvious that 
students had spent time researching and thinking carefully about their choices and I 

thoroughly enjoyed the discussions that I had with the Year 9s.   
 
Due to restrictions, we have had to postpone our Year 7 Camp.  This has been rescheduled to 
6th - 10th December.  Further information will be made available early next term. 

 
We will be moving to NAPLAN online next year.  As part of  this process, we are required to 
undertake a NAPLAN School Readiness Test (SRT).  This is scheduled for Thursday 26th August 

and involves us testing our processes and systems to ensure that we can successfully conduct 
NAPLAN online.  During the SRT students are required to use their devices to participate in a 
‘practice’ test.  These tests are not marked.  The SRT will affect all Year 7 students and some 

Year 8 Tutor Groups.  Further information will be provided via Compass in the next couple of 
weeks. 
 

June Sainsbery 
Assistant Principal – Junior School & Wellbeing 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/vce-assessment/general-achievement-test/Pages/index.aspx
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CONTRACT TRACING REQUIREMENTS FOR EXCURSIONS AND CAMPS 

 
In order for schools to meet the Victorian Governments current contract tracing 
requirements, when students are attending excursions at an internal venue or camp we are 

required to inform parents & carers of the following: 
Some excursion venues are required to collect contact details and are responsible for 
managing record keeping for contact-tracing in line with current public health directives. 

Most venues are required to use electronic record keeping that connects with an 
Application Programming Interface (API) linked provider or a digital system provided by 
Services Victoria. 

The Department of Health has strongly recommended that a contact number for each 
individual student is provided. A school phone number alone is not considered sufficient. 
Providing contact details for individual students will expedite contact tracing so that 
individuals can be contacted by the Department of Health if required. 

Parents/carers/guardians are advised that, when required, the school will be providing 
excursion venues with contact details for students. The Parent ‘A’ phone number on 
Compass for the student will be provided as the nominated contact number.  Parkdale 

Secondary College will not provide venues with student’s personal phone numbers.  
Venues will be collecting student names and contact phone numbers for a legitimate 
purpose and are subject to Victorian privacy laws so will handle the information securely 

and only retain it for the required 28-day period. 
Venues will be contacted by the event organiser prior to the event to ensure they 
understand and commit to abiding by the Victorian privacy laws. 

Parents/Carers will be required to confirm that they understand these requirements when 
providing online consent via Compass. 
 

 
2021 Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey  

 

Emails have been sent to the 600 families randomly selected to participate in our 2022 
Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey. If you received this invitation with log on details 
and a password we would appreciate your participation. 

 
The Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey is an annual survey offered by the 
Department of Education and Training that is conducted amongst a sample of randomly 

selected parents/caregivers/guardians (previously known as the Parent Opinion Survey). It is 
designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of families’ perceptions of school 
climate, student behaviour, student engagement and experiences of remote and flexible 
learning. Our school will use the survey results to help inform and direct future school 

planning and improvement strategies.  
 
All responses to the survey are anonymous. This year, the Parent/Caregiver/Guardian 

Opinion Survey will be conducted from Monday 19th July to Friday 3rd September. 
 
We thank those who have already responded and look forward to hearing from the 

remaining invitees. Unfortunately, we are not able to invite additional families to 
participate.  
 

 
 
 



MONASH SCHOLARS 

 
Congratulations to Aleka Nemstov and Adeline Kong our 2021 Year 10 Monash Scholars. 
Monash Scholars is a prestigious program for high achieving secondary school students. The 

program is offered by Monash University to give high potential students a unique head start 
into university life. It provides opportunities for personal and academic development, as 
well as, giving students the knowledge, skills and confidence to make the right study 

choices. It also enables them to expand their network of like-minded peers. 
 
We wish them well as they start this program. 

 
Laura Della Fortuna – Learning Specialist: High Abilities 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
YEAR 10 WOODWORK 

 

This term in Year 10 Woodwork students are currently making a wooden puzzle and 
jewellery box. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  

 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Year 12- Unit 4 Product Design Woodwork 

 
Deep in creating their wooden creations. 

Under the supervision of Mr MacCurtain and assistance of Mr Marsh 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



TEXTILES 

 
Unit 1 and Year 10 Garments 
Before the Semester One holidays, Unit One and Year 10 Textile students completed a range 

of garments that reflected individual themes. 
Unit 1 students were asked to redevelop their take on the ‘Little Black Dress’. Students 
conducted research, located a pattern suitable for their design, modified their pattern, and 

sourced appropriate material during an excursion to Spotlight. Each garment made included 
a series of complex processes that students successfully overcame. 
Year 10 students worked hard at creating a corset for a specific end-user. Students learnt to 

read patterns and modify the style of pattern to suit their desired design. I was impressed 
by the dedication students applied to each of their garments and was pleased with the 
result.  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

   



IT DEPARTMENT 

 
It has been a very busy few months in the IT Department!  
Firstly thank you to the school community for the messages of support during the 5 

lockdowns the College has had to endure. Although daunting when first announced, the IT 
Department worked amazingly together to implement the massive task of remote learning.  
We are very lucky to have the support of three DET supplied Specialist Technicians (ST’s) 

Gayan Perera, Warrick Turnbull and our newest addition to the Team Ednah Parwos.  
The are doing a amazing job in these uncertain times and are all appreciated.  
 

New Website 
The College is also excited to announce the new website. It is located at : 
https://www.parkdalesc.vic.edu.au.  
Mrs Treverton and myself worked closely with several web designers and we are very proud 

of the final result.  
The website will be updated shortly to reflect the new JB Hi-Fi portal deals and policies for 
the 2022 school year. 

 
IT Helpdesk 
The IT department operates from 7:30am until 4:30pm each day and we can be contacted 

via the following : 
helpdesk@parkdalesc.vic.edu.au 
9580 6311 option 3 (after 8:15am) 

Or live chat that can be accessed by students and staff > here < 
We have had several students requesting assistance for things like Microsoft Teams, 
installing Office and the Adobe suite of products. All of this information is avaliable under 

the star in Compass : 

 
Under the Software and IT Resources area there are several “how to’s” for self help, or the 

students can just pop into the IT Department (near the Library).  
All of this is also accessible at Go PSC (https://go.parkdalesc.vic.edu.au) 
 

IT Security 
As the pandemic has forced many of us to be using technology in new ways it is imperative 
to stay vigiliant online as we have had many reports of scammers trying to trick people.  

The best analogy to use is “ If it is too good to be true, it most probably is….”. No legitimate 
company will ever ask for your passwords or cold call you asking you for details of your 
accounts. If you are unsure, get a phone number and call them back. Most scammers cant 

answer calls, only make them. 
If you believe you have been compromised, or you need any assistance keeping your child 
safe in this online world we are happy to provide suggestions. We can also direct concerns 
to Year level leaders, the Wellbeing department and Principals where necessary.  
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Upcomming Projects 

1. 18 new Vivis making the whole College wireless casting compliant 

2. New C-wing build with 20 brand new projectors/Vivis and screens 

3. Moving back to eduSTAR / DET compliant technology 

4. Full phone, desktop and laptop refresh for all staff members 

5. Full laptop refresh for student loan devices 

6. All old technology running through C wing decomissioned 

7. IT information nights (Security, BYOD, keeping your child safe). These will be 

presented by myself and the Specialist Technicians (ST’s) once per term.  

 
From everyone here at the IT Department thank you for your support during these 
unpresedented times.  

IF you have any questions, concerns or comments I am always available to speak with you 
during school times. 
 
Thank you, and stay safe! 

 
Luke Bayley 
IT Manager 

Parkdale Secondary College  
 
 

LIBRARY NEWS 

Accessing Parkdale Secondary College Library Website 
 
Students can access the Parkdale Library website from the http://go.parkdalesc.vic.edu.au/  
To enter the Library website students use their unique student ID, a password is not 
required. Students can, if they wish, set up a password under their user profile on the 

Library webpage.  
Borrower Dashboard 
The borrower dashboard allows students to view items they currently have on loan, see 

their borrowing history and overdue items. The borrower dashboard is accessed from my 
borrowing profile.  

Accessing Reference Websites 
The Library webpage is the jumping off point to World Book, Britannica School and a 
number of reference websites.  

Accessing Audio and eBooks 
The Library subscribes to the Wheelers eBook and audio book collection. Students use their 
unique student ID and the password Library1 to sign into the site. The website can be 
accessed through the Library catalogue, webpage and through the address below. 

 https://parkdalesc.wheelers.co/ 
 
Best Wishes from the Library Team  
 

http://go.parkdalesc.vic.edu.au/
https://parkdalesc.wheelers.co/


 
 
 

 
 

JAPANESE CULTURALINCURSIONS  

 
“In Term Two this year, I was lucky enough to participate in the Japanese Cultural incursions 
organised by the Year Nine Japanese teachers. On the day, there were two activities that I 

was able to experience: Calligraphy Art and the Koto. The Koto is a 13-stringed musical 
instrument that is played with both classical and contemporary music. Our Koto sensei 
demonstrated to us how the Koto was played and how the sound can be altered depending 

on the pressure on the strings. The Koto is very similar to a Harp and Violin in terms of its 
sound and technique. For me, hearing the Koto felt like I was suddenly transported to Japan, 
seeing the Cherry Blossoms and listening to Koto music under the warm spring sun. It was 

also mesmerising to see how quickly and rapidly the sensei’s fingers were moving over the 
strings to create the sounds. 
 
After attempting to play ‘Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star’ on the Koto, I got to partake in 

Calligraphy Art. Calligraphy Art is slightly different to traditional Calligraphy with the only 
difference being that instead of writing characters, you paint landscapes and animals. Our 
Calligraphy Art sensei demonstrated to us how to perfectly prepare our paintbrushes in 

order to get the best possible tone and texture. When doing Calligraphy, it is ideal to be 
quiet and content in what you are painting. By doing this, you are fully focused on your 
work and your final outcome. Sitting in the silent room was calming as everyone was able to 

relax and really hone in on their art piece of bamboo. Afterwards, the Calligraphy sensei 
congratulated us on our efforts and stamped one of our attempts to recreate her bamboo 
art with a red dragonfly. Overall the two activities were a great experience and insight to 

some traditional Japanese culture. I thoroughly enjoyed my time in both activities.” 
 
Jack Ojaimi, 9L 

 
    

       
     



 
    

STEP – SPOTLIGHT ON F1 RACING  
 
Well done to all our STEP F1 Racing students who participated in our F1 Racing Competition 
on Monday 2nd August.  All teams did an amazing job with their Portfolios and the cars that 

they designed, printed, painted and raced!   Well done to team IceBreaker who came 1st 
with 145 points and team Thunderhorse who came 2nd with 123 points. We now look to 
taking teams to the State Final later in the year. Please see Hannah’s account below!  
 

“On Monday we had our STEP incursion where we presented our portfolios and raced our 
cars against the other teams. To start off the day we all presented our portfolios and we’re 
given points for each slide. It was really fun to present and talk through ideas with the other 

participants. Following our presentations we prepared our cars for races, it was really cool 
to see the other teams’ cars and they all looked amazing. Finally, it was time to race the 
cars. We set up the track and each team took turns racing against other teams to determine 

the fastest car. Everyone was getting super competitive but all remained really supportive 
and kind to the other teams. The whole day was an incredible experience and it was so 
much fun. Mr. Spoor and Mr. Loxham were super helpful and I am so grateful for them 

being able to provide us with the amazing day.”  
Hannah Birch 8F 

 

   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

  

  

  

 



SCIENCE COMPETITION  

 
 ICAS International Science Competition 
 

It’s almost that time of year again where you have an opportunity to participate in the 
International Science competition.  This competition provides you with an opportunity to 
measure your own understanding and knowledge in Science. 

 
When: Wednesday 25th of August - Periods 1 & 2 
Where: Parkdale Secondary College 
Cost: $16.00 

 
Each person who enters will receive a certificate and a detailed letter of their results, 
highlighting their scientific strengths as well as indicating their performance in relation to 

other students from Australia, New Zealand, Singapore and Malaysia. 
 
If you are interested in entering the competition, please collect an entry form from your 

science teacher or from the Science office. 
 
Entries are limited and will close Thursday 12th of August.  

Entry forms and payment to be returned ONLY to the General Office. 
 

WELLBEING 
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
We’re already heading towards the middle of Term 3 and I’m excited to highlight a number 
of opportunities and events that you and your family may be interested in attending.  

 
The college will be welcoming the Black Dog Institute in Term 3 to present of the  topic on 
Teen Mental Health. This is a rescheduled presentation so any previous registrations from 

parents or carers are still valid. More information about this presentation, including how to 
register if you have not previously, is available on Compass. 
 

There is also an opportunity for you to attend an upcoming community presentation by Dr 
Jodi Richardson. Jodi aims to empower parents with practical skills and techniques to 
support young people, specifically those who are overwhelmed by the feelings and 

behaviours that come with anxiety. More information about this presentation, including 
how to register to attend in person or view online, and other community events can be 
found in a flyer at the end of this newsletter. 

 
As always, there is a flyer from Beyond Blue that highlights several mental health services 
that can be accessed at any time. If you or someone you know of is in need of support, I 
encourage you to please make use of these valuable services.  

 
Sincerely, 
Jake and the Wellbeing Team 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 



 
 
 
 



PARENTS ASSOCIATION NEWS 
 

 

Our Parkdale Secondary College Parents Association meets each month (except during Covid 
restrictions) to hear an update on what’s happening at the school and give valuable family 
input/feedback to school leadership on current issues. It’s very relaxed and all are welcome 

whether you can make it to one meeting or all! 
 
Our next meeting for 2021 is planned for Wednesday 11th August at 7.00pm in the Staff 

Room. If you are not a member but would like to attend please email 
nmoffat@optusnet.com.au for more info. 
 
If you would like to join the Association, please complete the form available from the office, 

website or attached to this newsletter. Return it please to the school office/email       
parkdale.sc@education.vic.gov.au You will then be added to our email list. 
 

RITCHIES COMMUNITY BENEFITS Important Update!!! 
We need your support please!! 
The original Community Benefit card program that our Parkdale SC community has been 

involved with for years has ended. We have been very lucky to receive funds to support the 
buying of fruit in our senior centre and more recently in our homework club.  
It is now the Ritchies Card Loyalty program. From July 2021 only new Ritchies Card 
members, who have joined the program since September 2020 will have their shopping 

rewards contribute to payments made to the school. 
Join by downloading the Ritchies App 
Ritchies Card on the App Store (apple.com) or on Google Play,  

or by going online to Loyalty | Ritchies Supermarkets.  
Please nominate Parkdale SC. 
More info here…. RitchiesCardFAQs | Ritchies Supermarkets  

 
NEED TO BUY OR SELL BOOKS AND UNIFORMS?  
 

Sustainable School Shop could be your answer! This excellent service is where College 
families can buy and sell second-hand uniforms and books. It has up to date booklist 
information and is easy to navigate. 

Click here to register and start buying or selling… www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au  
Here is the Introduction Letter and User Guide… 
http://www.parkdalesc.vic.edu.au/index.php?option=com_zoo&view=item&layout=item&It
emid=122  

 
 
 

Cheers, 
Nicole Moffat 
nmoffat@optusnet.com.au  
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